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FATES OF PEOPLE, WHO LIVED THERE ς reconstruction 

 

 ¢ƘŜȅ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ά5ŜŦƛŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ LƴǾƛƴŎƛōƭŜέ ς some fell! 
  

         HONOR AND GLORY TO THEIR MEMORY!   

 

Brief introduction: the house did not survive the Uprising, nor did some 
of its inhabitants ς it was burned by the Germans. Same were (literally) 

the fates of some of the people ς details below.  
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OƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊǎŀǿΩǎ ά²!{t b9{¢SΗέ (WJW ς 12/5/2019) 
 

FATES OF RESIDENTS AT OGRODOWA 23 DURING THE UPRISING 1944 ς reconstruction 

 

 They fought ά5ŜŦƛŀƴǘ and IƴǾƛƴŎƛōƭŜέ ς some fell! HONOR AND GLORY TO THEIR MEMORY! 

 

 
 

Related Families from Siedlce (near Warsaw), whose members participated (and some perished 
fighting) in the Warsaw Uprising 1944. Fragment of a graphic display (above) comes from the Family 
Tree of the Wajszczuk Family - http://www.wajszczuk.pl/  
 

ά²!{t b9{¢έ ς one of many ς I remember from my childhood time spent with my Grandparents in 

Siedlce in their backyards and gardens, full of fruits and flowers and on bicycle excursions over the nearby 
meadows and their warnings ς ά.9²!w9 hC ¢I9 ²!{t{Ηέ 
 

ά²ŀǎǇǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ǎǇƻƴǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƎŜǘ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ, but they may 
ǎǘƛƴƎ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǘƛƳŜǎΗέ- https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/wasp;  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wasp  
 

This was therefore the first association, which came to my mind, when I was recalling the fates of 
members of several relatives of our Family from Siedlce, who lived in Warsaw during the last war 
ς in a house at 23, Ogrodowa Street. In its dozen-or-so rented apartments lived about a score (60), 
Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΧ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ ŘƻȊŜƴ-and-a half of them were involved in conspiracy 
and the Underground Organizations and activities.  It translates into 1/3 of all of its inhabitants. 
We were finding out about it gradually and much later while under the subsequent Soviet 
occupation.  
According to the Soviet fashion and customs of those days ς such building would and should had 
been called - ά! I9whE-ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎέΧ, but it was NOT! For two reasons: one - It was destroyed 
(burned down) by the Germans during the Uprising with no trace later remaining, and two ς the 
Insurgents living there and their Families were considered after the war to be άŜƴŜƳƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜέΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻȅŀƭǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜ-war government in exile, and hostility to Communism, 
in general.  

http://www.wajszczuk.pl/
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/wasp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wasp


 
 

Northern section of Warsaw ς OLD TOWN near the right upper corner, Ogrodowa Street in center.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 

1905 ς #23, Ogrodowa street 
 

 

  Ul. Ogrodowa 23     
http://www.warszawska.info/wola/ogrodowa -historia.html (pol.) 

- according to - Franciszek Maksymilian SobieszczaŒskiego (1814-1878)  
around the middle of the XIX c. - a street of industrial shops and handicraft, 
but also a street of entertainment and dance. (é) 

 

 
 

http://www.warszawska.info/wola/ogrodowa-historia.html
http://www.warszawska.info/index.html
http://www.warszawska.info/index.html


 
 

     
                             South side                                    North side ς Municipal Courts with German bunker                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

Antoni Dobraczynski about Ogrodowa #23  - letter date October 23, 2015 
 

SUMMARY and excerpts ς information is organized, in points (WJW) 

1. Across the street from Ogrodowa #23 was Ogrodowa #26 (see picture below) ς it was a very large 
building (6 or 7 stories), it had about 100 apartments, mostly inhabited by the Jews. It is still 
standing - http://www.warszawa1939.pl/indeksy_u.htm. This city block was well-off, poorer were 
located in the direction of Wola (west).  
 

2. Ogrodowa #23 was on the south-side, half-way between ÀŜƭŀȊƴŀ and .ƛŀƱŀ streets. The property 
was composed of 3 buildings:   
     a/ the main building facing the street, was 3-ǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŎŜƭƭŀǊǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ 
workshop. The street had trees and was illuminated with gas lamps. There was a centrally located 
gateway, with an attendant, closed at night. There were balconies on the first floor; 
    
b/ a two-story annex, at the right angle (T-shape) to the main building with apartments for rent; 
 

http://www.warszawa1939.pl/indeksy_u.htm


    c/ old small former άƭƛǘǘƭŜέ palace of Prince Józef Poniatowski * , a one-story building with a 
garden ς it served as a dormitory for female students of the Warsaw University (probably, there 
ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ άǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎέ there during the war?). There were also stylish stables, which were used 
for storage. There was also a flower and vegetable garden (young people used this flower garden at 
night, during the police curfew hours, for their meetings). There was a deep well in the garden. 
 

 3. The whole property belonged to the άό!ǊŎƘiύYƻƴŦǊŀǘŜǊƴƛŀ [ƛǘŜǊŀŎƪŀέ (an ancient charity and 
educational  organization of prominent (and educated) citizens, founded at the Warsaw Arch-
Cathedral in 1507 (1547?), with many famous and prominent honorary members (a King, a Pope) in 
its past https://ekai.pl/wspolnoty/archikonfraternia-
literacka/https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Encyklopedia_staropolska/Archikonfraternia_literacka; 
5h.w!/½¸c{YL - Father was its Warsaw Secretary and Administrator). The organization included 
ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀŦǘǎƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŘŜǎƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ άǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭέ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ but Christians 
only. 
 

4. Among its (Ogrodowa #23) permanent ca. 60 residents were the families (some of them related) 
ƻŦ aƛŎƘŀƱƻǿǎƪƛΣ aŀǊƪƛŜǿƛŎȊΣ YŀǿƛƵǎƪƛΣ {ǘŀǘƪƛŜǿƛŎȊΣ YƻƱǳŎƪƛΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƻŦ !ƴŘǊȊŜƧ aŀŘŜƧ ς a 
custodian/church-ƪŜŜǇŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ |ǿΦ Wŀƴ (St. John) Cathedral, who was also assisting in the activities 
of the Fraternity, and ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ bƻƧƎŜōŀƱŜǊ family ς a famous doctor, 
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ludwig_Adolf_Neugebauer.  

Also, during several months, the commanding officer of ά²ŀŎƘƭŀǊȊέ ƭƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ,  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wachlarz - Lt.Col. Adam Remigiusz Grocholski - 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam_Remigiusz_Grocholski from KEDYW - 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kedyw  

5. This street segment was included into the Ghetto in 1941. The inhabitants were allowed to return 
in 1942 (in summer or early fall?). The 5ƻōǊŀŎȊȅƵǎƪƛ - father was restored to his previous function 
as its administrator (therefore, he was able to accommodate the new inhabitants and relatives)! 

6. The 5ƻōǊŀŎȊȅƵǎƪƛ family occupied (before and after the expulsion) the apartment on the first 
floor, (above ground) facing the street. Below them, in an apartment on the ground floor (street 
level), originally lived the owner of the woodwork shop (building fancy, expensive, stylish furniture) 
ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǇŀƭŀŎŜέΦ 

7. After return in 1942, this (woodwork shop owner) family was ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άǇŀƭŀŎŜέΣ ǘƻ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άƴŜǿŎƻƳŜǊǎέκŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ όLǘ ǿŀǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ 
the war destruction or local expulsions - [in Warsaw, many apartments were also taken over by the 
German Army and Administration], or expulsions from Western Poland, [which was incorporated 
into the German Reich] that two or three families lived in one apartment and several people in one 
room).   

8. ¢ƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǿƻƻŘǿƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Wajszczuk family. One could enter directly 
from the gateway and there was also an internal back-entrance. The Wajszczuk family - Mania and 
children - Antoni, Basia and Wojtek moved-in in 1942. Danusia lived somewhere else. 
 

¢ŀŘŜǳǎȊ .ƛŜƎǳƵǎƪƛ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŦŜ ό²ƱƻŘŜƪΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊύ moved into the same apartment somewhat later. 
  
9. Also, a small 2-room apartment and kitchen was fashioned ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǇŀƭŀŎŜέ - WŜǊȊȅ ²ƛǎȊƴƛŜǿǎƪƛΩǎ 
family moved in there later. 

 

https://ekai.pl/wspolnoty/archikonfraternia-literacka/https:/pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Encyklopedia_staropolska/Archikonfraternia_literacka
https://ekai.pl/wspolnoty/archikonfraternia-literacka/https:/pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Encyklopedia_staropolska/Archikonfraternia_literacka
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ludwig_Adolf_Neugebauer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wachlarz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam_Remigiusz_Grocholski
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam_Remigiusz_Grocholski
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kedyw


10. ά²ƻƭŀ aŀǎǎŀŎǊŜέ did not affect the inhabitants of Ogrodowa #23 ς it reached from Wola only as 
far as the Kercelak Square όŀǘ ÀŜƭŀȊƴŀ ǎǘǊŜŜǘύΦ .ǳǘΣ ǘƘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴǎ όŀƴŘ more precisely, the 
collaborating units) entered the neighborhood already on August 5 and 6 and the expulsions, mass 
executions and other cruelties followed. 
 

11. 5ƻōǊŀŎȊȅƵǎƪƛ family: father and mother (Ludwik Antoni and Waleria) Ą  
       on Aug, 7 were expelled by Germans from their apartment Ą Pruszków, Dulag 123   

 

12. Apparently, some of the Ogrodowa inhabitants managed to escape to the Old Town.  
 

         a/ ¢ŀŘŜǳǎȊ .ƛŜƎǳƵǎƪƛ family Ą Dluga #26, Ą Miodowa #23 Ą Pruszkow; 
 

      b/ Danuta D. - WŀƴΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ two daughters Ą Old Town, hiding in church cellars Ą Freta #4; 
 

      c/ Jerzy WiszniewskiΩǎ, wife Aleksandra and daughter Ewa Ą church, Freta #4;  

      d/ we still do not know, if, when and where to did Mania W. escape, in what direction? Where 
           did she stay? We know that she was at Pruszkow! When did she arrive at the Pruszków 
           camp?  From where? Apparently, she lost contact with Danusia at the beginning of the 
           Uprising - they found each other in Pruszków at the beginning of October?  
           Was she also at tǊǳǎȊƪƽǿΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻōǊŀŎȊȅƵǎƪƛǎΚ 

 

13. The house at Ogrodowa #23 was pillaged and burned a few days later, after their expulsion! 

 

 
 

Aerial view of the reconstructed segment of the Ogrodowa Street in the region of former #23 
property. Only one (restored) large building complex under the old #26 address survived the war, 
it is identified with a red dot ς it was described as a άǾƛǎ-à-Ǿƛǎέ ƛƴ Antoni DobraczyƵǎƪƛΩs letter. The 
street has been widened after the war and all ruins of old buildings were removed and replaced in 
different arrangement than previously. One large building, in a different arrangement was build 
and includes the former #23 property ς its old structure locations cannot be identified.    

 

 



*  PONIATOWSKI FAMILY - One piece of information in Anǘƻƴƛ 5ƻōǊŀŎȊȅƵski letter was puzzling ς a 

άlittle palace of Prince JóȊŜŦ tƻƴƛŀǘƻǿǎƪƛέ in the Ogrodowa 23 complex. Poniatowski was the name 
of a famous old Polish noble family ς last Polish King at the time of the Partitioning of Poland in 1795 
was Stanislaw August Poniatowski, who was elected in 1764. Other members of this family spread 
gradually all over Europe ς one to Lithuania, others to Austria (Feldmarschall), Italy, France and 
Mexico.   
King {ǘŀƴƛǎƭŀǿΩǎ nephew was Prince Jozef Poniatowski, he lived most of the time in a separate 
smaller palace at the side of the main Royal Palace in Warsaw. He was later Marshall of France 
under Napoleon and a War Minister in the (temporary) Principality of Warsaw. He was never 
married, but greatly admired and always surrounded by women, During his temporary absence in 
Warsaw, one of them bore him a son on December 18, 1809. Initially, she lived nearby in the Old 
Town, later moved in with the Prince Jozef, the event was kept secret, the baby was given a name 
Józef Karol Maurycy Ponitycki. He was later adopted by the sister of Prince Jozef Poniatowski and 
this way acquired the official last name Poniatowski όΧύ 
 

An intensive search in the Internet provided interesting information: άJózef Karol Maurycy Ponitycki 
ς ƴƛŜǏƭǳōƴȅ ǎȅƴ ƪǎƛťŎƛŀ WƽȊŜŦŀ tƻƴƛŀǘƻǿǎƪƛŜƎƻέ ς (Illegitimate son of Prince Jozef Poniatowski) 
!w{9b!_ с a!w/! нлмп - HTTP://ARSENAL.ORG.PL/JOZEF-KAROL-MAURYCY-PONITYCKI-
NIESLUBNY-SYN-KSIECIA-JOZEFA-PONIATOWSKIEGO.  
(Apparently the same Jozef Karol Maurycy  Χ, son[!]  of Ponitycki/Poniatowski, b. 1809) Χ ŀŦǘŜǊ 
returning from France ƻƴ WǳƴŜ мнΣ мфомΣ όΧύ ƛƴ {ŀȄƻƴ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ ƛƴ ²ŀǊǎŀǿ όŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘȅ 
thrown for the local military unit όΧL ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŘŀƴŎŜ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƭŀŘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ of the Warsaw High 
Society, Miss Karolina S., who has just arrived in the Capital from Nieswiez. (...) So started their great 
love affair (...) He frequently visited with her beloved in a manor at Ogrodowa StreetΣ όΧύ ƎǊŜat 
plans for the future were bornΦ όΧύ Lƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ idyllic months, he bade farewell to his 
ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ tǊƛƴŎŜǎǎέ όŀǎ ƘŜ ǘŜƴŘŜǊƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƘŜǊύ. ¢ƘŜȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŀǿ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴΗ όΧύ 
 

(I wonder, what happened next with this property before it got acquired by the Archikonfraternia? 
 

Literary Arch-Confraternity at the Warsaw Cathedral 

α!ǊŎƘƛƪƻƴŦǊŀǘŜǊƴƛŀ [ƛǘŜǊŀŎƪŀ bƛŜǇƻƪŀƭŀƴŜƎƻ tƻŎȊťŎƛŀ bat ǇǊȊȅ .ŀȊȅƭƛŎŜ 
!ǊŎƘƛƪŀǘŜŘǊŀƭƴŜƧ ǏǿΦ Jana w Warszawieέ - http://akl.waw.pl/o-bractwie/ 
 

 
 

 

 

http://arsenal.org.pl/JOZEF-KAROL-MAURYCY-PONITYCKI-NIESLUBNY-SYN-KSIECIA-JOZEFA-PONIATOWSKIEGO
http://arsenal.org.pl/JOZEF-KAROL-MAURYCY-PONITYCKI-NIESLUBNY-SYN-KSIECIA-JOZEFA-PONIATOWSKIEGO
http://akl.waw.pl/o-bractwie/


It is the oldest church fraternity in the Masovia Province of Poland with a history going back over 
five hundred years. For centuries, it has been conducting its activity at the Warsaw Arch-Cathedral, 
where it was given a chapel at the head of the right nave, called a Literary Chapel, where can be 
found the relics of the Saint ½ȅƎƳǳƴǘ CŜƭƛƵski.   
In 1673 the Pope Klemens X awardŜŘ ǘƘŜ άYonfraterniŀέ the title and privileges of an Arch-
fraternity. The oldest known statute received the Konfraternia from the King Jan III Sobieski in 1676. 
Over the centuries, the kings, church prelates and secular notables belonged to this 
Archconfraternity.  
As a church fraternity, this organization was first started in 1507.  

Encyklopedia staropolska/Archikonfraternia literacka - 
https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Encyklopedia_staropolska/Archikonfraternia_literacka               
Literary Arch-confraternity. Church historians say that, when St. Paul, the Apostol during his trip to 
Rome converted in Messina many pagans, those new Christians, after learning that the Mother of 
God lives in the East, sent many trusted emissaries to pay tribute to her, who then the Most Holy 
Virgin rewarded with a letter containing her blessings - to commemorate this event, the Messinians 
initiated then a fraternity called Maria LitterarumΦ όΧύ  

Archikonfraternia Literacka - https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archikonfraternia_Literacka 

Archikonfraternia Literacka ς (άrzymskokatolickie arcybractwo religijneέ), a Roman-Catholic 
Archfraternity, functioning without interruptions in Warsaw (w Warszawie) since the 16th century, 
from the middle of the 17th century at the άkoƭŜƎƛŀŎƛŜ όǇƻǘŜƳ ƪŀǘŜŘǊȊŜύ ǏǿΦ Wŀƴŀέ. Initially, it 
concentrated on the church liturgical singing and accepted as members solely men who knew how 
to read ς so called - viri literati[5]. With time, it also initiated a caritative and social activities.   
Activity - A historical fraternity ς incorporating  members of the burgher and noble class (stanu 
ƳƛŜǎȊŎȊŀƵǎƪƛŜƎƻ i szlacheckiego), also requiring the ability to read and write in polish and in latin.  
Those kind of people were called at that time using the latin term - viri literati[5].  

 

1.    2.  

 

1. α[ƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ /ƘŀǇŜƭέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ ƛƴ 2017 - 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d1/Kaplica_Literacka_w_Warszawie_2017.jpg 
Archikonfraternia literacka Niepokalanego Poczňcia NMP. 

http://www.katedra.mkw.pl/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2&Itemid=4 
2. Members - έ/onfratǊŜǎέ ǿƛǘƘ abp. Kazimierz Nycz at Christmas time audience in 2008. 
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Warsaw Ghetto - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warsaw_Ghetto 
 
 

 
 

Map of Jewish Ghetto in Warsaw - resettling of Jewish population from different districts.  
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warsaw_Ghetto


 
 

 Localization of the property at Ogrodowa #23. 

 

The Warsaw Ghetto[5] (German: Warschauer Ghetto, officially Jüdischer Wohnbezirk in Warschau, 
"Jewish Residential District in Warsaw"; Polish: getto warszawskie) was the largest of all the Jewish 
ghettos in German-occupied Europe during World War II. It was established by the German 
authorities in November 1940; within the new General Government territory of German-occupied 
Poland. Over 400,000 Jews were imprisoned there,[4] in an area of 3.4 km2 (1.3 sq mi), with an 
average of 9.2 persons per room,[6][7] barely subsisting on meager food rations.[7] From the Warsaw 
Ghetto, Jews were deported to Nazi concentration camps and mass-killing centers. In the summer of 
1942 at least 254,000 Ghetto residents were sent to the Treblinka extermination camp during 
Großaktion Warschau under the guise of "resettlement in the East" over the course of the 
summer.[7]  

 
 

15.VIII.1942 ς this sector was excluded from the Ghetto. 
CƻǊƳŜǊ ά!Ǌƛŀƴέ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ. 
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The ghetto was demolished by the Germans in May 1943 after the Warsaw Ghetto Uprisings which 
had temporarily halted the deportations. The total death toll among the Jewish inhabitants of the 
Ghetto is estimated to be at least 300,000 killed by bullet or gas,[8] combined with 92,000 victims of 
rampant hunger and hunger-related diseases, the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, and the casualties of the 
final destruction of the Ghetto.[2][9][10][11] 

 

Territories of the former Ghetto, which was levelled-off ƻƴ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ after the fall of the 
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising ς άpowstania w getcie warszawskimέ. (View in the north-west direction).  

                                                      
Map 2016 ς old streets (purple) do not exist, new connecting avenues were constructed. 

 

Map fragment (before 1939ύ ŦǊƻƳ aƛǊƻƴ .ƛŀƱƻǎȊŜǿǎƪƛΩǎ ōƻƻƪΥ ά! ƳŜƳƻƛǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊǎŀǿ ¦ǇǊƛǎƛƴƎέΦ  
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Summary ï about the inhabitants of Ogrodowa #23 ï originally from Siedlce 
 

DobraczyŒski Family ï parents - Ludwik Antoni  and wife Waleria, sons: Aleksander and 

Antoni, (the oldest - Jan with wife Danuta and two daughters lived separately (where?). Parents 

stayed at home until they were expelled by the Germans on August 7 - they were separated, both 

were taken to Pruszkow, father was send to a labor camp in Germany, mother stayed in Pruszkow,  

Ą rail transport (when?), together with Aleksandra Wiszniewska, both released from the train and 

joined their families outside of Warsaw. All three sons joined the Uprising, in different AK units, 

survived Ą POW camps, two returned later home, one (Aleksander) stayed abroad. 
 

Wajszczuk Family ï mother Maria  (father dr. Edmund died in 1943 in Krasnystaw) moved in to 

Ogrodowa 23 in summer/early fall of 1942 with 3 children: Antoni , Barbara and Wojciech, all 3 

joined the AK, assigned to different units and later participated in the Uprising ï all were killed at  

different times in different locations. They had no contact with the mother or with each other. The 

oldest daughter, Danuta also came to Warsaw from Krasnystaw, but lived separately (address is not 

known). Maria , most probably, remained at Ogrodowa 23 (alone, no children), initially with the 

DobraczyŒski parents and was possibly also taken to the Pruszków camp on August 7(?) and stayed 

there, until she reunited with Danusia/Danuta sometime between October 3 and 5(?) 

Danuta studied pharmacy and worked in a Pharmacy store, was involved in supplying the insurgents 

with medications and surgical supplies, but had no formal military assignment. She, probably, had no 

contact with the mother since the beginning of the Uprising, was able to avoid the POW camp and 

they met again in Pruszków. They were both released (escaped?), initially stayed around, (or in 

Warsaw, after it was ñliberatedò on January 17, 1945 - the building at Ogrodowa 23 was burned 

down) - and then went to Siedlce, when it became possible to cross the Vistula (river). 

It appears that Antoni  and Wojciech were the earliest to leave Ogrodowa 23, to reach their assigned 

posts ï they stayed for a few days at their assembly points, because of the delay in the initial plans to 

start the Uprising earlier ï their commanders decided not to release them home, while waiting ï for 

safety and security reasons). 

Barbara (Basia) could have been delayed by a couple of days (?) ï some nurses, apparently were 

being called in with a delay, or had difficulty with reaching their units, but she left home early 

enough to avoid being captured by the Germans. (So far, we were not able to find any records of her 

activities during the first few days of the Uprising, until her arrival in the Old Town (with Dr. 

ñMorwaò team?) on August 7(?).   

  

BieguŒski Family, Tadeusz and Zofia ï moved into (and shared with the Wajszczuks) the same 

apartment at Ogrodowa 23 ï probably soon after the Wajszczuk family arrived there (sharing 

apartments was quite common during the war, and especially after the destruction connected with 

subsequent ñliberationò and new ñoccupationò ï (see the separate page ñkomunalkaò in the 30-ties in 

the Soviet Union!). The BieguŒskis moved into hiding early after the start of the Uprising, away from 

Wola (with friends or family), initially to Dğuga 26 (house was then destroyed by bombing) and later 

to Miodowa 23, where they stayed in cellars until the surrender of the Old Town on September 2, 

1944. From there, they were expelled to the Pruszkow camp, Zofia stayed there for a while, but 

Tadeusz was sent to Germany as a forced labourer.  

  

Wiszniewski Family, Jerzy, wife Aleksandra and daughter Ewa ï were the last to move in to 

Ogrodowa 23, into a small apartment in the annex-palace. He joined the Uprising as an officer (later 

in charge of the combat hospital at KiliŒskiego street, to which Basia was also attached). He was 

wounded during the ñtankò explosion on August 13, recovered, but was later killed  (buried in the  

 

 

 



 

rubble during the hospital bombing on August 26) and his body was never found, His wife and 

daughter were in hiding from the beginning until the surrender of the Old Town, together with Jan 

DobraczyŒskiôs wife and two daughters, in the church cellars at #4, Freta street. They were sent from  

the Old Town to Pruszków and then placed in the same transport out of Pruszkow (its destination?) 

with Zofia BieguŒska - they were let go (released along the way) by a transport guard.     

  

OTHERS: Jewish sisters ï two young escapees from the Ghetto were in hiding for a period of 

time (several months, years?) at Ogrodowa #23 - details are not known. Their true names were: Haja 

(Chaja?, +27.VIII.1944) and Estera (+2.IX.1944) Borenstein and the assumed names were Halina 

and Irena GŃsiorowska. Apparently they were daughters of: an accountant from Krasnystaw, or of a 

sawmill owner in Tarnów (?) They joined the Underground Organization (AK) and later became 

combat nurses in the same Scout unit, as Basia Wajszczukówna.  
 

Madej Andrzej  ï an employee of the Literary Arch-confraternity and caretaker of its chapel at the 

Warsaw Cathedral, also living at Ogrodowa 23, was hiding during the Uprising in the Cathedral. We 

know, that along with the priest and the keeper of the Cathedral, he was trying to save some treasures 

from the burning and destroyed Cathedral. He was being assisted by nurses on duty at the barricades 

and by some soldiers and many civilians! 

ñMiraculous Christ-on-Crossò was transported by them under fire from the Cathedral to the Church 

cellars at Freta!  
 

Lt. Col. Adam Remigiusz Grocholski, the commanding officer of ñWachlarzò - 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wachlarz lived there in hiding for several months (when?) 
 

BielaŒski Staszek, ĂFirlejò from the ĂGertrudaò Company stayed somewhere there and had a 

weapon hiding place and ĂMolotov Cocktailsò manufacture somewhere there. (A. Dobraczynski) 
 

------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Impressive ï one (relatively small) housing complex in the city and so much clandestine activity, 

involvement and sacrifice! And how much we do not know about... and will remain secret forever? 

What were the interactions between these people? Their daily lives? Fears, joys? And we know only 

about a few out of about 60 people normally living there. How many more were there during the war?  

 

 

WARSAW UPRISING - 1944 ï order to start!  

 

 
 



 

 

WARSAW UPRISING - 1944 ï order to start!  

The Warsaw Uprising - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warsaw_Uprising - (Polish: Powstanie 

Warszawskie; German: Warschauer Aufstand) was a major World War II operation, in the summer of 

1944, by the Polish underground resistance, led by the Home Army (Polish: Armia Krajowa), to 

liberate Warsaw from German occupation. The uprising was timed to coincide with the retreat of the 

German forces from Poland ahead of the Soviet advance.[13] While approaching the eastern suburbs of 

the city, the Red Army temporarily halted combat operations, enabling the Germans to regroup and 

defeat the Polish resistance and to raze the city in reprisal. The Uprising was fought for 63 days with 

little outside support. It was the single largest military effort taken by any European resistance 

movement during World War II.[14]  

The Uprising began on 1 August 1944 as part of a nationwide Operation Tempest, launched at the 

time of the Soviet LublinïBrest Offensive. The main Polish objectives were to drive the Germans out 

of Warsaw while helping the Allies defeat Germany. An additional, political goal of the Polish 

Underground State was to liberate Poland's capital and assert Polish sovereignty before the Soviet-

backed Polish Committee of National Liberation could assume control. Other immediate causes 

included a threat of mass German round-ups of able-bodied Poles for "evacuation"; calls by Radio 

Moscow's Polish Service for uprising; and an emotional Polish desire for justice and revenge against 

the enemy after five years of German occupation.[15][16]  

Initially, the Poles established control over most of central Warsaw, but the Soviets ignored Polish 

attempts to make radio contact with them and did not advance beyond the city limits. Intense street 

fighting between the Germans and Poles continued. By 14 September, the eastern bank of the Vistula 

River opposite the Polish resistance positions was taken over by the Polish troops fighting under the 

Soviet command; 1,200 men made it across the river, but they were not reinforced by the Red Army. 

This, and the lack of air support from the Soviet air base five-minutes flying time away, led to 

allegations that Joseph Stalin tactically halted his forces to let the operation fail and allow the Polish 

resistance to be crushed. Arthur Koestler called the Soviet attitude "one of the major infamies of this 

war which will rank for the future historian on the same ethical level with Lidice."[17]  

Winston Churchill pleaded with Stalin and Franklin D. Roosevelt to help Britain's Polish allies, to no 

avail.[18] Then, without Soviet air clearance, Churchill sent over 200 low-level supply drops by the 

Royal Air Force, the South African Air Force, and the Polish Air Force under British High 

Command, in an operation known as the Warsaw Airlift. Later, after gaining Soviet air clearance, the 

U.S. Army Air Force sent one high-level mass airdrop as part of Operation Frantic.  

Although the exact number of casualties is unknown, it is estimated that about 16,000 members of the 

Polish resistance were killed and about 6,000 badly wounded. In addition, between 150,000 and 

200,000 Polish civilians died, mostly from mass executions. Jews being harboured by Poles were 

exposed by German house-to-house clearances and mass evictions of entire neighbourhoods. German 

casualties totalled over 2,000 to 17,000 soldiers killed and missing.[11] During the urban combat, 

approximately 25% of Warsaw's buildings were destroyed. Following the surrender of Polish forces, 

German troops systematically levelled another 35% of the city block by block. Together with earlier 

damage suffered in the 1939 invasion of Poland and the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising in 1943, over 85% 

of the city was destroyed by January 1945 when the course of the events in the Eastern Front forced 

the Germans to abandon the city.  
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UPRISING 1944 ς maps 

 



 
 
 



 

 
German advances during the first week 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

Other (smaller) military organizations, participating in Warsaw ς independent NSZ and AL 
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Armed_Forces; https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armia_Ludowa   
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Barricades in WOLA district 

 
 

 
 

Uprising 1944 ï medical and sanitary support of WOLA and ñGustawò Battalion.   

Localization of hospitals in WOLA, where Germans performed mass murders on patients, medical 
personnel, doctors, clergy and the wounded during the first days of Uprising ς contemporary map.  


