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(one of manyc at Ogrodowa #23

WARSAW UPRISING 1944

FATES OF PEOPLE, WHO LIVED TiREStruction
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_ HONOR AND GLORY THEIR MEMOR

Brief introduction: the house did not survive the Uprising, nor did some
of its inhabitants¢ it was burned by the Germans. Same were (literally)
the fates of some of the people details below.
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FATES OF RESIDENTO@RODOWA 23 DURING THE UPRISING &@édstruction
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= WARSAW UPRISING 1944 -
,' related families from Siedlce

living at 23, Ogrodowa street

RelatedFamilies from Siedlce (near Warsawhose members participated (and some perished
fighting) in theWarsaw Uprising 1944. Fragmentaofraphic displayabove comes from he Family
Tree of the Wajszczuk Famillgttp://www.wajszczuk.pl/

{ t  boBe{ofGnanyc | remember from my childhootime spent with myGrandparents in
Siedlcen their backyardsind gardengfull of fruits and flowers andrmbicycle excursions over the nearby
meadows and theirwarningsd . 92! w9 hC ¢1 9 21 {t{HE

G2 L3l R2 y2G Fddr0] &aLRyilyS2dat dRtheymayi KSe R2

da0Ay3 Ydz éhikpkddiSionanicafBraidd.éra/dictionary/english/wasp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/\WWasp

This was therefore the first association, which came to my mind, when | was recalling the fates of
members of several relatives of our Family from Siedlce, who lived in Waidanng the last war

¢ in a house at 23, Ogrodowa Street. In its dozenso rented apartments lived about a score (60),
L2aaiote SOSy Y2NB LISaddath&fxf thens Rereliniolvéd $lc@nspiracy R2 1 S
and the Underground Organizations and activitiest translates into 1/3 of allof its inhabitants.

We were finding out about it gradually and much later while under theubsequentSoviet

occupation.
According to the Soviet shionand customs of those day suchbuilding would and shouldhad
been called G ! | Eovdbh £ R buf iBwasKNOTFor two reasons: one- It was destroyed

(burned down) by the Germans during the Uprisimith no trace later remaining and two ¢ the
Insurgentsliving thereand their Families were consied after the watobead SY SYA S& 2 F (K
LIS2 LI S¢ > 0SOF dza S 2-War goedrmeNdinfedld and kiostilityit@ ComriuBism, JNS

in general.


http://www.wajszczuk.pl/
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/wasp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wasp
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1905¢ #23, Ogrodowa street

wasszawska . info
Ul. Ogrodowa 23

http://www.warszawska.info/wola/ogrodowa -historia.html (pol.)

-accordingto-Fr anci szek Maksymilianl88)bieszcza
around the middle of the XIX c. - a street of industrial shops and handicraft,

but also a street of entertainment and dance . ( é)



http://www.warszawska.info/wola/ogrodowa-historia.html
http://www.warszawska.info/index.html
http://www.warszawska.info/index.html
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Antoni Dobraczynskibout Ogrodowa #23- letter date October 23, 2015

SUMMARYand excerptsg informationisorganized, in points (WJW)

1. Across the street from Ogrodowa #23 wagrodowa#26 (see picture beloy¢ it was a very large
building (6 or 7 stories), it had about 100 apartments, mostly inhabited by the Jews. It is still
standing- http://www.warszawal939.pl/indeksy u.htnThis city block was webff, poorerwere
locatedin the direction of Wola (west)

2. Ogrodowa #23wvas on the soutkside, halfway betweerA S f lahdy I IsttBets. The property
was composed of 3 buildings:

a/ the main building facing the streetas 328 1 2 N®B gAGK f I NHS OSffl NA K2
workshop. The street had trees and was illuminated with gas lamps. There was a centrally located
gateway, with an attendant, closed at night. There were balconies on the first floor;

b/ a two-story annex, at the right angle {§hape) to the main building with apartments for rent;


http://www.warszawa1939.pl/indeksy_u.htm

c/ old smalformer & t A palaéesf £rince Jozef Poniatowskia onestory building with a
gardeng it served as a dormitory for female students of the Warsaw University (probably, there
6 SNB y2 27T thé&dduring tikedvérelzR Beye Givére also stylish stables, which were used
for storage. There was alsdlawer and vegetable garden (young people used this flower garden at
night, during the police curfew hours, for their meetings). There waaep wellin the garden.

3. The whole property belonged to thie ¢ ! iNIDXK Y F NI (i S NJ(ah ancigntichiafy Bdd O | £
educational organization of prominent (and educated) citizens, founded at the Warsaw Arch

Cathedral inl507(15477?), with many famous and prominent honorary members (a King, a Pope) in

its pasthttps://ekai.pl/wspolnoty/archikonfraternia

literacka/https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Encyklopedia staropolska/Archikonfraternia literacka

5h. w! / Y% FahgrWas its Warsaw Secretary and Administrator). The organization included
SIENIASNI GKS ONXFiavYSy FyR (NI RSAYLbitChistRnsY 2 NB N
only.

4. Among its (Ogrodowa #23) permanent ca.réfidents werehe families(some of thenrelated)

2F aAOKI026a1AZ alNJASGAOl = YlIgArzalga {4l G1ASs
custodian/churchl S S LIS NJ I ( (SilJeh8) Chthiedral, Whoyvas also assisting in the activities

of the Fraternityandl f a 2 { K S famiy @aFenous dostdr,)

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ludwig Adolf Neugebauer

Also, during several months, the commanding officer® I OKf | NJ ¢, f A SR (G KSNB
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wachlarz Lt.Col. Adam Remigiusz Grocholski
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam_Remigiusz_Grocholfkm KEDYW
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kedyw

5. This street segment wasdluded into theGhetto in 1941 The inhabitants were allowed teturn
in 1942(in summer or early fall?). THe2 6 NJ O-lfagh& &ds kestored to his previous function
as its administrator (therefore, he was able to accommodate the imabitants andelatives)!

6.The5 2 6 NJ Ofaindilzogcupied (before and after the expulsion) the apartment onfittse
floor, (above groundjacing the street. Below them, in an apartment on tir@und floor(street
level), originally lived thewner of the woodworlshop(buildingfancy, expensive, stylish furniture)
K2 KIFIR KAA @¢2NJ]akKz2Ll Ay GKS aLItl OS¢

7. After return in1942, this (woodwork shop owner) family was2 SR (G2 XSO H LFNB DS
F2NNXYSNI FLINIGYSYd F2N 0KS aySsO0O2YSNEEKTFIYAf @D 0O
the wardestructionor local expulsions[in Warsawmany apartments weralsotaken over by the

German Army and Administration], ekpulsiorsfrom Western Polandwhich was incorporated

into the German Reich] that two or three families lived in one apartment and several people in one
room).

8.¢CKS FT2NNSNJ 62 2Rg 2N SN aWajbztAukNdnNySné dould énter diseatipg Sy G
from the gateway and there was also an internal baokrance. The Wajszczuk familylania and
children- Antoni, Basia and Wojtakiovedin in 1942 Danusia lived somewhere else

¢ RSdza 1 . A S 3022t RS | QrdvedaniaifkSSinid apartmensomewtat later.

9. Also,a small 2room apartmentand kitchen was fashionelly ( KS -W8INI &€ O848 &1 y A S 4
family moved in there later.


https://ekai.pl/wspolnoty/archikonfraternia-literacka/https:/pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Encyklopedia_staropolska/Archikonfraternia_literacka
https://ekai.pl/wspolnoty/archikonfraternia-literacka/https:/pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Encyklopedia_staropolska/Archikonfraternia_literacka
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ludwig_Adolf_Neugebauer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wachlarz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam_Remigiusz_Grocholski
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam_Remigiusz_Grocholski
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kedyw

10.d2 2 f I a |d& adt aféelte inhabitants of Ogrodowa #23 reached from Wola only as

far as theKercelak Squaré I & A St I T y I & i NB S (imoréprecidely,fhe i KS DS NX |
collaboratingunits) entered the neighborhoodlready onAugust 5 and &nd the expulsionsmass
executionsandother cruelties followed.

11.5 2 6 NJ Ofbngilg fathek and mther (Ludwik Antoni andWaleria) A
on Aug, 7were expelled by Germans from their apartme§tPruszkéw, Dulag 123

12. Apparently,some of the Ogrodowanhabitants managed to escape tivze Old Town
a ¢l RSdzal familpAdDiz@a#26M Miodowa #23A Pruszkow
b/ DanutaD.-WI y Qa #va daghtérsh ROId Town, hiding in church cellaks Freta#4;

c/ Jerzy Wiszniewskl, &vife Aleksandra and daughter Ewachurch,Freta #4

d/ we still do not knowif, when andwhereto did ManiaW. escape, in what direction? Where
did she stay®e know that she was at Pruszkowhendid she arrive at the Pruszkéw
camp? From where? Apparently, she lost contact with Danusia dtgfmning of he
Uprising- they found each other in Pruszkéw at the beginning of Oct@ber
Wasshealsoat Ndza T {5 6% 6AGK GKS 520N} Ol ezaliak

13. The house at Ogrodowa #23 was pillaged and burned a few days |afeer their expulsion
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Aerial view of the reconstruatd segment of the Ogrodowati®et in the region of former #23
property. Only one (restored) large building complex under the old #26 addsesgvedthe war,

it is identified with a red dotc it was descrbed asa & & @A & Antorli Pobraczga s Aetier. The
street has been widenedfter the war and all ruins of old budings were removed and replaced in
different arrangement than previously. One large bdihg, in a diffeent arrangementwas build
andincludesthe former #23propetty ¢ its old structure locations cannot be identified.



* PONIATOWSKI FAMIL®ne piece of information in An2 y A 5 2kdldtdr Wds puZzling a
dittle palace of Prince 36 S ¥t 2 y Anlthé @gioidwa 23 compleRoniatowski wathe name
of a famousold Polish noble familg lastPolishKing atthe time ofthe Partitionng of Poland in 1795
was Stanislaw August Poniatowskho waselectedin 1764 Other members of thisamily spread
graduallyall over Europe one toLithuania, othess to AustrialFeldmarschall), Italy-ranceand
Mexica

King{ U I y Arefhewan@siPrince Jozef Poniatowski, he livest of the timein a separate
smallerpalace at the side of the main Royal Palace in Warklwvas later Marshall of France
under Namleon and aVar Minister in thetemporary) Principality of WarsawHe was never
married, but greatly admired analwayssurroundedby women,During his temporary absence in
Warsaw, me of them borehim a sonon December 181809 Initially, she lived nedwy in the Old
Town, later moved in with the Rice Jozefthe eventwaskept secret, the baby was given a name
Jozef Karol Maurycy Ponityckile was lateadopted by the sister of Prince Jozef Romiwskiand
thiswayacquired the official last namieoniatowskio X 0

An intensive search in the Internet provided interesting informatimliizef Karol Maurycy Ponitycki
cYyAST tdzoye aey 1 ait @gllegitsale $of of Prince yioaf Paniatdngk)) A S 3 2
Pw{9b! ¢ aHWR/IARSENALIDORG.PL/JBZEHHMAURYCGPONITYCKI
NIESLUBNSYNKSIECHOZERRONIATOWSKIEGO

(Apparently the samdozef Karol Mauryc¥, sor[!] of Ponitycki/Poniatowski, 809 X | F i S NJ
returning from Franc Yy Wdzy S MHZ mMdbomMI O6X0 Ay {Il E2y DI NRSYy
thrown for the local military unid XL AY @A GSR G2 | Rbfyh©Wardaw Highdzy 3 |
Socigy, Miss Kaolina S., who has just arrived in the Capital from Nieswie¥So started their great

love affair (...He frequently visted with her beloved in a manor at Ogrodowa StreEt 6 Yaty I NS
plans for the future were bo®® 0 X0 Ly { S LIjid/Nconsntishe babdif&dnellichNS S
GIAGGES tNAYOSaae O %AE KYES ASNIRBING &S00 K t BSRK KNIND I

(I wonder, what happened next with this property before it got acquired by thechikonfraternia?

Literary ArchConfraternity at theWarsaw Cathedral
o NOKA]2YVFNIGSNYAlL [AGSNI O]l bASLRER1IflIYS
I NODKA ] I (S TRnaIwiArSzawiel hiso ®akl.waw.pl/ebractwie/

pp— X % L B ‘
A A= ——



http://arsenal.org.pl/JOZEF-KAROL-MAURYCY-PONITYCKI-NIESLUBNY-SYN-KSIECIA-JOZEFA-PONIATOWSKIEGO
http://arsenal.org.pl/JOZEF-KAROL-MAURYCY-PONITYCKI-NIESLUBNY-SYN-KSIECIA-JOZEFA-PONIATOWSKIEGO
http://akl.waw.pl/o-bractwie/

It is the ddest church fraternity in the Maswa Prowmnce of Polandwith a hstory going back over
five hundred years. For centuriest has been conductinigs activity at thewarsaw ArckCathedral,
where itwas given altapel at the head of theght nave, calld a Literary Chapé& where carbe
found the relics of the Sai %2& 3 Y dzy'ski. CSf A Z

In 1673 the Pope KlemensaardS R (i daffateriniy ¢he title and privileges of an Areh
fraternity. The oldest known statuteeceivedthe Konfraterniafrom the KingJan Il Sobieski i676
Over the centuries, the kingshurchprelaes and secular notables belonged to this
Archconfraternity

As a church fraternity, this organization was firstrstd in 1507.

Encyklopedia staropolska/Archikonfraternia literacka
https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Encyklopedia_staropolska/Archikonfraternia_literacka

Literary Archconfraternity. Church historians say that, whést. Paylthe Apostolduring his trip to
Romeconverted in Messina many pagans, those newisiians after learning that theMother of
Godlives in the Easgent many trusted emissariés pay tribute to her whothen the Most Holy
Virgin ewarded with aletter containing her blessinggo commemorate this eventhe Messinians
initiated then a fraternity calledMaria Litterarum

Archikonfraternia Literacka https:/pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archikonfraternia_Literacka
Archikonfraternia Literacka (orzymskokatolicki@rcybractworeligijne), a RomarCatholic

Archfraternity, functioning without interruptions in Warsaw \Warszawigsince the 16th century

from the middle of the 17th century atthékof ST A OA S 6 1LJ2 i S &IniffalyitSRNJI S0 T
concentrated on thefeurch liturgical singing and accepted as memberslgahen viho knew how

to read ¢ so called viri literatil®. With time, it also initiated a caritative and social activities.

Activity - A historical fraternityg incorporating members of the burgher andoble class(stanu

YAS&Tl Ol isAagtedki€gaatso requiring the ability to read and write polish and inlatin.

Those kind of people were called at that time using the latin tevini literati®.

1.

1o AGSNINEAY K LS 20070 KSRNI £ Ay
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d1/Kaplica_Literacka w_Warszawie 2017.jpg
Archikonfraternialitea c k a Ni epokalNMMhhego Pocznci a
http://www.katedra.mkw.pl/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2&Itemid=4
2.Members- ¢ onfratNB & ¢ abg. Karikhierz Nycat Christmas time adience in2008



https://pl.wikisource.org/wiki/Encyklopedia_staropolska/Archikonfraternia_literacka
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archikonfraternia_Literacka
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ko%C5%9Bci%C3%B3%C5%82_%C5%82aci%C5%84ski
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bractwo_religijne
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warszawa
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bazylika_archikatedralna_%C5%9Bw._Jana_Chrzciciela_w_Warszawie
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archikonfraternia_Literacka#cite_note-EW-5
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mieszcza%C5%84stwo
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Szlachta_w_Polsce
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archikonfraternia_Literacka#cite_note-EW-5
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d1/Kaplica_Literacka_w_Warszawie_2017.jpg
http://www.katedra.mkw.pl/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2&Itemid=4

Warsaw Ghetto - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warsaw Ghetto
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Map of Jewish Ghettan Warsaw- resettling of Jewish population from different districts.
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Localizationof the property at Ogrodowa #23.

TheWarsaw Ghette? (German Warschauer GhettoofficiallyJidischer Wohnbezirk in Warschau
"Jewish Residential District in Warsawglish getto warszawskigwas the largest of all théewish
ghettos in Germasoccupied EuropeuringWorld War 1l It was established by th@erman
authorities in November 1940; within the ne@eneral Geernmentterritory of Germanoccupied
Poland Over 400,000 Jews were imprisoned thene, an area of 3.&me2 (1.3sgmi), with an
average of 9.2 persons per roo#¥, barely subsisting on meager food rationg:rom the Warsaw
Ghetto, Jews were deported fgazi concentration campnd masskilling centers. In the summer of
1942 at least 254,000 Ghetto residents were sent to Theblinka extermination camguring
Grol3aktion Warschaunder the guise ofrésettlementin the East” over the course of the
summer

i £ PoposNE MAPY

P

15.VIII.194Z; this sector was excluded from the Ghetto.
C2NX¥SNJ a! NAlyé NBaARSyida 6SNB fft26SR (2
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warsaw_Ghetto#cite_note-Philpott-4
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The ghetto was demolished by the Germans in May 1943 aftev\thessaw Ghetto Uprisingshich

had temporarily halted the deportations. The total death toll among the Jewish inhabitants of the
Ghetto is estimated to be at least 300,000 killed by bullet orsge@mbined with 92,000 victims of
rampant hunger and hungeelated diseases, the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, and the casualties of the
final destruction of the Ghettgienoy

Terrltorles of the former Ghetto WhICh was Ie\}éﬂeﬂ 2 y AU f &meﬂhvefaﬂ cNJReS NER
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Summaryi about the inhabitants of Ogrodowa #23 originally from Siedice

Dobr ac zy (Es gafentsEudwik iAnkory and wifeWaleria, sons:Aleksander and
Antoni, (the oldest Jan with wife Danuta and two daughters lived separately (wheRe#tents
stayed at home until they were expelled by the Germaraigust 7 - they were separated, both
weretaken toPruszkow, father was send to a labor camp in Germany, mother stayadiszkow,
A rail transport (when?), together with Aleksandra Wiszniewska, badhsesd from the train and
joined their families outside of Warsal three sons joined the Uprisingn different AK units,
survivedA POW camps, two returned later home, ¢hleksander) stayed abroad.

Wajszczuk Familyi motherMaria (father dr Edmund éed in 1943 in Krasnystaw) moved in to
Ogrodowa 23 in summer/early fall 8942 with 3 childrenAntoni, Barbara andWojciech, all 3

joined the AK, asigned to different units and later participaitedhe Uprising all were killed at

different times irdifferent locations. They had no caat with the mother or with eadther.The

oldest daughteDanuta also came to Warsaw from Krasnystaw, but lived separateliydsslis not
known).Maria, most probablyremained at Ogrodowa Za8lone, no children), initiallyvith the

Do b r aski payedEs and wamssiblyalso takerto the Pruszké camp orAugust 7(?)and stayed

there, until she reunited with Danuganutasometime betwee@ctober 3 and §?)

Danuta studiedpharmacy and worked in a Pharmacy store, was involved in supplying the insurgents
with medicationsand surgical supplies, bbhad no formal military assigment. She, probably, had no
contact with the mother since theginning of the Uprisingyasable to avoid the POW camp and

they met again in Pruszkéw. Thesere both released (escapedfifially stayed aroundor in

Warsawa f t er it was dl i b e-rthe buddihgat ©gnodoiva a8 was bunedl 7 , 19
down)- and then went to Siedlcehen it became possible to cross the Vistula (river)

It appears thahntoni andWojciech were the earliest to leave Ogrodowa 23, to reach their assigned
postsi they stayedor a few days at their assembly points, because of the delay in the initial plans to
start the Uprising earliér their commanders decided not to release them home, while wiaftimg

safety and security reasgns

Barbara (Basia)could have been delayég a couple of days (?)some nurses, apparently were

being called in with a delay, twad difficulty with reaching their units, but she left home early

enough taavoid being captured by the Germans. (So fanvere not able to find any records of her
adivities during the first few days of the Uprisingytil her arrival in the Old Towfwith Dr.

A Mo r weam®) on August 7(?)

B i e gkuF@mily, Tadeusz and Zofiai moved into (and shared with the Wajszczuks) the same
apartment at Ogrodowa 23orobablysoon after the Wajszczuk family arrived there (sharing

apartments was quite common during the war, and especiallyredtdestruebn connected with
subsequent Al i ber atii(see th ea nsde pnae va t fieo cpcaugidaesiinkoconou n ¢
the Sovi et Unskiomovel into Aidng eayiafeeigthe @&art of the Uprising, away from

Wola (withfiends or f a mi lga 26,(housewadbendestrdygd byt bombiD@) and later

to Miodowa 23, where they stayed in cellars utiité surrender of the Old Town &eptember 2,

1944 From there, they were expelled to #reiszkow camp,Zofia stayed there for a while, but

Tadeusz was sent to Germany as a forced labourer.

Wiszniewski Family, Jerzy, wife Aleksandra and daughter Ewd were the last to move in to
Ogrodowa 23, into a small apartmenthe annexpalace. He joined the Uprising as an offidatdfr
inchargeo f t he ¢ o mb a tskiegosept, td which Basia waisodttact@&d). He was
woundedd ur i ng t Iplesioian Augustil3, eegovered, but vMaterkilled (buried in the



rubbleduringthe hospital bombing on August 26) and his body was never found, His wife and

daughter were in hiding from the beginning until the surrender of the @iah,Ttogethewith Jan
Dobr asckziyo& wi f e and t wocelldraatt4y Rrétaestreet, They werd shneéfrom h u r ¢

the Old Town tdPruszkdow and then placed in the same transport out of Pruszkow (its destination?)

with Zof i atheBwer tpugtHseleased alomg tway) by a transport guard

OTHERS: Jewish sisters two young escas from the Ghettavere in hiding fora period @
time (several months, years?) at Ogrod#2@- details are ndknown Their true names werktaja
(Chaja?, +27.VI11.1944) anBstera (+2.1X.1944)Borensteinand the assumed names wieadina

andl r e n sioro®dka.Apparently they were daughters ah accountarftom Krasnystawor of a

sawmill ownerin Tarnav (?) They joined the Undergroundr@anization (AK) andaterbecame
combat nurses in the same Scout uniBasia Wajszczukowna.

Madej Andrzej i an employee of the Literadrch-confraternity and caretaker o ichapel athe
Warsaw Cathea, also living at Ogrodowa 23vas hiding during the Uprisg in the CathedralWe

know, thatalong withthe priest and thé&eeper of the Cathedrdiewas trying to save some treasures

from the burning and destroyed Cathedral. He was being assisted by mudsig at the barricades
and bysome soldiers and many civilians!

AMiIi racul oan€r G bvasidransported by them under fire from the Cathedral to the Church

cellars at Freta!

Lt. Col. Adam Remigiusz Grocholskit he commandi ng officer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wachlalwed there inhiding for several months (when?)
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Impressivei one (relatively small) housing complex in the city and so much clandestine activity,
involvement and sacrifice! And how much we do not kredeut.. and will remain secret forever?

What were the interactions between these peogie#t @aily lives? Feat joys?And we know only
about a few out of about 60 people normally living there. How maorg were there during the war?
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TheWarsaw Uprising - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warsaw_UprisirgPolish Powstanie
WarszawskieGerman Warschauer Aufstandvas a majokVorld War Il operation, in the summer of
1944, by théPolish underground resistanded by theHome Arny (Polish Armia Krajowa, to
liberateWarsawfrom German occupation. The uprising was timed to coincide tivé retreat of the
German forces from Poland ahead of the Soviet advé@naile approaching the eastern suburbs of
the city, theRed Armytemporarily halted combat operations, enabling the Germans to regroup and
defeat the Polish resistance andawpe the city in reprisalhe Uprising was fought for 63 days with
little outside support. It was the single largest military effort taken by any Europsatance
movement during World War .

The Uprising began on 1 August 1944 as part of a nation@pmbgationTempestlaunched at the

time of the SovieLublini BrestOffensive The main Polish objectives were to drive the Germans out
of Warsaw while helping thallies defeatGermany An additional, political goal of theolish
Underground Statevas to liberate Poland's capital and assert Polishreigney before the Soviet
backedPolish Committee of National Liberati@mould assume control. Other immediate causes
included a threat of mass German rowngs of ableébodied Poles fofevacuation; calls byRadio

Moscows Polish Service for uprising; and an emotional Polish desire for justice and revenge against
the enemy after five years of German occupatitf.

Initially, the Poles established control over most of central Warsaw, but the Soviets ignored Polish
attempts to make radio contact with them and did deaiace beyond the city limits. Intense street
fighting between the Germans and Poles continued. By 14 September, the eastern baviktofdhe
River opposite the Polish resistance positions was taken over Bylibk troops fighting under the
Soviet commandl,200 men made #cross the river, but they were not reinforced byRbd Army

This, and the lack of air support from the Soviet air baserfivaites flying time away, led to
allegations thafoseph Stalitactically halted his forces to let the operation fail and allow the Polish
resistance to be crushe®ithur Koestlercalled the Soviet attitude "one of the major infamies of this
war which will rank for the future historian on the same ethical level hidtice. "%

Winston Churchillpleaded with Stalin anranklin D. Roosevelb help Britain's Polish allies, to no
avail® Then, without Sovieair clearanceChurchill sent over 200 lovevel supply drops by the
Royal Air Force theSouth African Air Forceand thePolish Air Forceunder British High

Command, in an operation known as Warsaw Airlift. Later, after gaining Soviet air clearance, the
U.S. Army Air Forcesent one higllevel mass airdrop as part ©perationFrantic.

Although the exact number of casualties is unkmait is estimated that about 16,000 members of the
Polish resistance were killed and about 6,000 badly wounded. In addition, between 150,000 and
200,000 Polish civilians died, mostly from mass executidass being harboured by Polesre

exposed by German househouse clearances and mass evictions of entire neighbourhoods. German
casualties totalled over 2,0001@,000 soldiers killed and missiagDuring theurban combat
approximately 25% of Waaw's buildings were destroyed. Following the surrender of Polish forces,
German troops systematically levelled another 35% of the city block by block. Together with earlier
damage suffered in tH©O39 invasion of Polanand theWarsaw Ghetto Uprisiniop 1943, over 85%

of the city was destroyed by January 1945 when the eairthe events in théastern Fronforced

the Germans to abandon the city.
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Other (smaller)military organizations, participating ikVar
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Barricades in WOLA district

Uprising 1944 me d i c a | and sanitary support of WOLA an
Localization ohosptalsin WOLA where Germans performed mass murders on patiemtsdical
personne] doctors, clergynd the woundedduring the first days of Uprisingcontemporarymap.



