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The Sarmatians (/sὄΈr῁meὤώiᴅnz/; Greek: ɆŬɟɛɎŰŬɘ,ɆŬɡɟɞɛɎŰŬɘ; Latin: Sarmatae [̈͂sar.mat┘a
e┼], Sauromatae [sau┼̈͂rὉmat┘ae┼]) were a large Iranian confederation that existed  
in classical antiquity, flourishing from about the fifth century BC to the fourth century AD. 
 

 
 

 Regions with significant populations -  Western Asia and eastern half 
of Anatolia, Caucasus and Ossetia, Central Asia, western parts of South Asia, 
western Xinjiang (Historically also: Eastern Europe) 
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 Originating in the central parts of 
the Eurasian Steppe, the Sarmatians 
were part of the wider Scythian 
cultures.[1] They started migrating 
westward around the fourth and third 
centuries BC, coming to dominate the 
closely related Scythians by 200 BC. 
At their greatest reported extent, 
around 100 BC, these tribes ranged 
from the Vistula River to the mouth of 
the Danube and eastward to 
the Volga, bordering the shores of 
the Black and Caspian seas as well as 
the Caucasus to the south.  

 

Eurasian steppe belt (turquoise) 

 

The location of the Black Sea 

Their territory, which was known as Sarmatia (/sὄΈr῁meὤώiᴅ/) to Greco-Roman 
ethnographers, corresponded to the western part of greater Scythia (it included 
today's Central Ukraine, South-Eastern Ukraine, Southern Russia, Russian Volga, 
and South-Ural regions, also to a smaller extent northeastern Balkans and 
around Moldova). In the first century AD, the Sarmatians began encroaching upon 
the Roman Empire in alliance with Germanic tribes. In the third century AD, their 
dominance of the Pontic Steppe was broken by the Germanic Goths. With  
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the Hunnic invasions of the fourth century, many Sarmatians joined the Goths and other 
Germanic tribes (Vandals) in the settlement of the Western Roman Empire. Since large 
parts of today's Russia, specifically the land between the Ural Mountains and the Don 
River, were controlled in the fifth century BC by the Sarmatians, the VolgaïDon and Ural 
steppes sometimes are called "Sarmatian Motherland".[2][3] 

The Sarmatians were eventually decisively assimilated (e.g. Slavicisation) and absorbed by 
the Proto-Slavic population of Eastern Europe. 

. 

Scythia and other Eastern Iranian speaking lands (shown in orange) c. 170 AD[1]  

                                                  

Map of the Slavic homeland. Early Slavic artifacts are most often linked to 
the Przeworsk and Zarubintsy cultures. 
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In the Pontic Steppe and Europe 

The centre of power of the Sarmatians during the 4th to 3rd centuries BCE remained in the 
areas to the north of the Caucasus, and in the 3rd century BCE the most important 
Sarmatian centres were in the lower Don area, Kalmykia, the Kuban area, and the Central 
Caucasus.[10][9] 

 
The steppe extends roughly from the Danube to the Ural River. In this map is shown the 

region known as Pontic Steppe, which is the biggest portion of the whole Pontic-Caspian 

Steppe 

. 

                                                                              

The Pontic-Caspian steppe in c. 650 
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The PonticïCaspian steppe, - PonticïCaspian steppe - Wikipedia - formed by the Caspian 

steppe and the Pontic steppe, is the steppeland stretching from the northern shores of 

the Black Sea (the Pontus Euxinus of antiquity) to the northern area around the Caspian 

Sea. It extends from Dobruja in the northeastern corner of Bulgaria and 

southeastern Romania, through Moldova and southern and eastern Ukraine, across 

the Russian Northern Caucasus, the Southern and lower Volga regions to 

western Kazakhstan, adjacent to the Kazakh steppe to the east, both forming part of the 

larger Eurasian Steppe. It forms a part of the Palearctic realm and of the temperate 

grasslands, savannas, and shrublands biome. 

 

Tulipa suaveolens, one of the most typical spring flowers of the Pontic-Caspian steppe 

 

Map showing the Azov Sea, the early growth of the Bosporan Kingdom (eastern Criimea and 
eastern coast of the Azov Sea, before its annexation by Mithridates VI of Pontus.(389 BC ï 69 AD) 
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Black Sea ï by Neal Ascherson   

(Author) - Black Sea - Google Books        
(Paperback ï September 30, 1996) 
Winner of the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for 
History. 
In this study of the fateful encounters between Europe 
and Asia on the shores of a legendary sea, Neal 
Ascherson explores the disputed meaning of 
community, nationhood, history, and culture in a region 
famous for its dramatic conflicts. What makes the Back 
Sea cultures distinctive, Ascherson argues, is the way 
their comonent parts came together over the millennia 
to shape unique communities, languages, religions, and 
trade. As he shows with skill and persuasiveness, Black 
Sea patterns in the Caucasus, Russia, Ukraine, 
Romania, Turkey, and Greece have linked the peoples 
of Europe and Asia together for centuries. 
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p. 230. ï Nationalism ï nation, state, language and culture 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

p. 231. ï Polish Nobility ï szlachta, ñLiberum Vetoò 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

p. 232 ï ñSarmatian Ideologyò, Polandôs ñgeopolitical destinyò (Ą eastwardò),  

                Terra Felix, Reformation and Counter-Reformationò 

 

 

 



 

p. 233. ï Style, way of life ï ñNoble Democracyò 

 

 



   

p. 234. ï ñEuropeanò, Western allegiance, attempted reforms 

 

 

 

 



 

p. 235. ï Partitioning of Poland and 123 years of foreign domination 
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(More on Karolina Sobanska and Adam Mickiewicz in Odessa on pages 136 ï 176) 

-------------------- 

HADRIAN WALL ï Sarmatians in Europe 

 



 
 

Hadrian's Wall ï HISTORY. Where Is Hadrian's Wall? Hadrian's Wall is 

located near the border between modern-day Scotland and England. It runs in an 

east-west direction, from Wallsend and Newcastle on the River Tyne in the east, 

traveling about 73 miles west to Bowness-on-Solway on Solway Firth. The wall took 

at least six years to complete.Jan 19, 2018 
------------------------------- 

 

 



p. 237. ï Sarmatians in Western Lancashire  
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p. 238. ï Recent facts may be confirming the myth? The tanga 
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