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MY MOTHER WAS TELLING ME Χ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ CŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ {ƛŜŘƭŎŜ   (Sept. 8, 2017) 

  INTRODUCTION ς the region, people, about Siedlce and Trzebieszów 
  HISTORY: Land & country   
                    SLAVS ς VII-IX c. 
                    POLSKA/Poland ς last 1,000 years. Map: year ~1000 
                    MAZOWSZE/Mazovia Province 
                    PODLASIE/Podlachia Province 
                    ½L9aL! _¦Yh²{Y!κ_ǳƪƽǿ [ŀƴŘǎΣ ƳŀǇǎΥ 1619, 1764, 1772-1795 
                    SIEDLCE ς bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΣ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ άƴŜǎǘǎέ 
                                       Landed gentry 
                                                     Patków 
                                                     _ȅǎƽǿ 
                                                     Niemojki 
                                                     _ƻǎƛŎŜ 
                                                     Polinów ς Royal Tracts and Post Stations 
                    EARLY SETTLERS (of this region) 
                                       Eastern and Western Slavs 
                                       WŀƎƛŜƭƭƻƴƛŀƴ ¢Ǌŀƛƭκ{Ȋƭŀƪ WŀƎƛŜƭƻƵǎƪƛ 
 PEOPLE: STANY/Estates of the Realm of Poland 
                                                     Szlachta/Nobility 
                                                     Magnaci/Magnates 
                                                     Arystokracja/Aristocracy 
                                                     ½ŀǏŎƛŀƴŜƪκtŜǘǘȅ ƴƻōƭƛƭƛǘȅ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ 
                                                     {ȊƭŀŎƘǘŀ ȊŀǏŎƛŀƴƪƻǿŀκtŜǘǘȅ ƴƻōƭƛƭƛǘȅ 
                                                     aƛŜǎȊŎȊŀƵǎǘǿƻκ.ǳǊƎƘŜǊǎκ.ǳƎŜƻƛǎƛŜ 
                                                     /ƘƱƻǇƛκtŜŀǎŀƴǘǊȅ 
                                                     Smerds/free Ą feudal-dependent peasants 
                                                     ²ƛŜǏ ȊƛŜƳƛŀƵǎƪŀκ[ŀƴŘŜŘ DŜƴǘǊȅ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ 
                                                     Królewszczyzna/Royal domaine/demesne 
                                                     ²ƛŜǏ ƪǊƽƭŜǿǎƪŀκ/Ǌƻǿƴ ƭŀƴŘ -  
                                                                     Poland and Lithuania  
                                                     Executionist movement 
                                                     tƻƭǎƪƛŜ ½ƛŜƳƛŀƵǎǘǿƻκtƻƭƛǎƘ ƭŀƴŘŜŘ ƎŜƴǘǊȅ   
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WAJSZCZUK FAMILY  

A. Podlasie branch ς Siedlce, Trzebieszów 
      Short history of the Family and name 
      9ŀǊƭȅ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǿŀǊǎ Χ 
              11th ς 14th centuries 
              Piast Poland 
              Jagiellon Poland 
              16th and 17TH centuries; THE DELUGE 
              Partitioning of Poland 
              YƻǏŎƛǳǎȊƪƻ ǳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ 
              Napoleonic wars, Duchy of Warsaw 
              Congress Kingdom of Poland 
              5ǳŎƘȅ ƻŦ tƻǎŜƴ όtƻȊƴŀƵύ 
              Masuria/Ducal Prussia 
              1830 ς November Uprising  
              1863 ς January Uprising 
              World War I (1914 ς 1918) 
                  (Russian) Great Retreat (1915) 
              Polish-Bolshevik (Soviet) war, 1919 - 1920  
              World War II (in Europe), 1939 ς 1945 
              After the war 

WJW ς MY FINAL THOUGHTS 
               1,000 years of history/changing borders   

          
B. ½ŀƳƻǏŏ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ς ²ȅǎƻƪƛŜΣ {ƛǘŀƴƛŜŎΣ {ǳƱƽǿ 

      9ǘƘƴƛŎ ŎƭŜŀƴǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ½ŀƳƻǏŏ ¦ǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ 
Wajszczuk Family involvement in WW II 

 

C. Other Wajszczuk Family settlement areas 
      Poland, USA, Argentyna 

 

D. Migrations  
      Glorious Past - pictures  

 

         
 

   



My mother was telling me Χ (ENG) ς INTRODUCTION  
My mother, (who was a smart and keen observer, active and living a busy and involved social life, 
especially for many years after the death of my father, was frequently telling me, and also sharing 
this opinion with her many friends and acquaintances, that our home town Siedlce and many local 
people, living in town όŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά{ƛŜŘƭŎȊŀƴƛŜέύ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎƛƴƛǘȅ - were άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭέ. Her friends 
sometimes looked at her with a smile of indulgence, butΧΦ really, did not deny. 
For years, I did not pay much attention to this statement, but with the time passing, and while 
acquiring new and more detailed knowledge and getting familiar with the history, local events and 
historical facts - in the course of my studies on the history of the family (for the Genealogical Tree of 
the Wajszczuk Family) - and of the places and region, where ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŜŘ ΧΦ Σ a thought 
started recurring ς perhaps she was right ς at least in some aspects? [ŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜΗ  
 

 School year 1930 - 31  ï Siedlce, Gy mnasium of 

Queen  Jadw iga, Class V Ib, from right, 2 nd  ï Wanda 

Herman  ( later married dr. Lucjusz Wajszczuk ) , 1st  -  

Emilia ñMilkaò Heltman, (Wandaôs friend ï from the 

landed gentry family ,  her parents owned an estate  in  

Patków Ruski , her  future husband , Wojciech Skibinski 

was the owner of Patków -Józefów  and  

adm ini strator (?)  of an estate in Ğysów  ï see below ) .  

Several pertinent topics are summarized in the 
following short introduction and below - a more 
detailed descriptions and explanations follow. =====       

The region (borderlands between the provinces of 
Podlasie (Podlaskie Voivodeship or Podlasie Province) 
and Mazowsze (Mazovia)  was populated during the 
past millennium by a mixture of invaders and/or settlers 

from be Baltic Sea region (Wŀŏwingowie - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yotvingians - Yotvingians or 
Sudovians, also called Suduvians, Jatvians, or Jatvingians in English), from Lithuania, from ancient 
wǳǎΩ, invaded by Tatars, Mongols, Teutonic knights, Swedes, Moldovans, Russians, Austrians, 
Germans and others Χ  

 The people - With time, the area became densely 
settled by the nobility (szlachta), landed nobility 
and later by landed gentry (ziemianstwo) - some 
became impoverished with time passing, especially 
in the XIX c., (while under the Russian occupation), 
and by peasantry, free or attached in servitude.  
About Siedlce ς the place of origin of a local sub-
branch of our family since the second half of the 
19th century. It is a principal town in this region, on 
the border between Mazowsze and Podlasie 
provinces ς its territorial assignments varied 
through the centuries. It was founded probably 
before the 15th c. 
In the middle of the 18th c., it became a property of 
the Princely Family of Czartoryski and hƎƛƵski (their   
primary residence was in {Ʊonim, now ς Belarus). 
Siedlce underwent important development (ducal 
palace, new church, theater, opera, public  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yotvingians


 
buildingsΣ /ƛǘȅ Iŀƭƭ άWŀŎŜƪέύ ς it became the cultural center. Later, it was ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŀ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ 
ǎǳōǳǊō ƻŦ ²ŀǊǎŀǿέ.  
It had a large military garrison during the interwar period.  It experienced severe battles in 1939 ς 
earlier, strong resistance movements developed during the Uprisings in 1830 and 1863, during First 
World War and the Polish Bolshevik war of 1919 ς 1921. During the WW-II ς a strong partisan 
movement and activity developed in the area forests.      
It had, and it has now many cultural institutions, including a university. Many famous people ς 
actors, writers, professionals and politicians etc., were born and lived here. Many, who left in the 
course of the war turmoil, reached prominence nationally or were successful abroad. 

 

WW-I ς Siedlce was occupied by the Germans, 12.VIII.1915 ς 11. XI.1918, liberated by the POW 
Polish-Bolshevik War (1919-1920) ς Bolsheviks in town 10/11.VIII.1920 ς 16/17.VIII.1920  
WW-II ς Germans arrived 11.IX.1939, Soviets arrived 29.IX.1939, Germans returned 9-10?. X. 1939. 
                Liberated by the AK and the Red Army ς 31.VII. 1944, (fighting in town from 24.VII.1944,  
                47th Army was fighting at Siedlce - Kochanski, The Eagle Unbowed, p. 417).   
 

I remember from my early childhood ς my parents, dressed formally, getting ready, either for some 
official gatherings, or carnival balls, vising friends in the nearby estates (through the deep snow, in 
horse-drawn sleighs accompanied by the horseback riders with flaming torches - to illuminate the 
roads and repel the wolves. Another memory ς ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ nearby estate, came to town 
to buy batteries for his giant flashlight ς I and my little friend, were hiding under the table covered 
by a long overhanging table cover, we were playing, the parents and guest were talking. By the time 
they were finished ς it was a late Saturday evening, shƻǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ΧΣ and the batteries 
were dead! I wonder, how did he explain and how much apologizing he had to do, to his wife, my 
moǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ the high school (in a picture, above)? 
  
Trzebieszów (Family nest) ς situated in the _uków Lands - is one of the two primary - (northern) 

nest of the Wajszczuk Family. The other - (southern) was in Sitaniec and Wysokie nκ½ŀƳƻǏŏ. 
 

  
 

What was it, exactly, that she was talking about? 

More details - below. 



HISTORY: Land & Country - SLAVS ς VII - IX c.  
 

 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavs#/media/File:Slavic_tribes_in_the_7th_to_9th_century.jpg  

 

POLSKA/POLAND ς last 1,000 years   
 

                       
Poland around year 1000 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavs#/media/File:Slavic_tribes_in_the_7th_to_9th_century.jpg


 
                                                                                                Hel peninsula 

 

                                                                
Fragmentation of Poland in 1138:       Duchy of Masovia of .ƻƭŜǎƱŀǿ L± 

(Under the Duke .ƻƭŜǎƱŀǿ LLL from the Piast Dynasty, Poland was divided among his sons.) 
 

 
Provinces of Poland 1275 ς 1300 ς see Mazowsze 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boles%C5%82aw_IV_K%C4%99dzierzawy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boles%C5%82aw_III_Wrymouth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Testament_of_Boles%C5%82aw_III_Krzywousty


               
           Upon the death of Duke Boleslaus II in 1313, Masovia/ Mazowsze was divided among his sons.  
                         1313 partition of Mazowsze:       5ǳŎƘȅ ƻŦ tƱƻŎƪ ǳƴŘŜǊ Wenceslaus;       Duchy of Rawa                

under Siemowit II;       Duchy of Czersk under Trojden I 
 

                                                               
Grand Duchy of Lithuania ς (Lithuania and RusΩ - in union with Poland since the end of 14th c.) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wenceslaus_of_P%C5%82ock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siemowit_II_of_Masovia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trojden_I,_Duke_of_Masovia


 

     
     Provinces of: Mazowsze/Mazovia)                                                  Podlasie/Podlachia 

                   (Siedlce shown on green rectangles 
 

MAZOWSZE/Mazovia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mazovia  
  

    
    άLandsέ (ziemia) in Mazowsze (named after principal towns) ς ethnic Kingdom of Poland 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mazovia


 

Mazovia (Polish: Mazowsze) is a historical region (dzielnica) in mid-north-eastern Poland. Borders of 
the Mazovian Voivodeship, which was created in 1999, do not reflect exactly its original shape (they 
do not include historically Mazovian _ƻƳȍŀ and _ƻǿƛŎȊ, meanwhile include Lesser Polish Radom and 
Siedlce), but are roughly similar. Historical Mazovia existed since the Middle Ages until the 
partitions of Poland and consisted of three voivodeships with the capitals in Warszawa, tƱƻŎƪ and 
Rawa Mazowiecka. In a narrower sense, the Mazovian Voivodeship was only the first of them (which 
however encompassed most of the region, only without the western lands). Between 1816 and 
1844 another Mazovian Voivodeship (from 1837 Governorate) existed, encompassing the south of 
the region (along with _ťŎȊȅŎŀ [ŀƴŘ and south-eastern Kujawy). In the Middle Ages the main city of 
the region was tƱƻŎƪ,[1] but in the Early Modern Times it lost importance in favour of Warsaw. Since 
1138 Mazovia had a separate branch of the Piast dynasty and was incorporated to the Polish Crown 
as late as in the 15th and 16th centuries. As much as over 20% of Mazovian population was the 
yeomanry (drobna szlachta). Inhabitants of Mazovia are Mazurzy (in the singular: Mazur) ς hence 
the region of Masuria, settled by them.  

PODLASIE/Podlachia, http://www.dialektologia.uw.edu.pl/index.php?l1=mapa-

serwisu&l2=&l3=&l4=podlasie-historia-regionu-mwr. Monika Kresa - Podlasie ï pogranicze 

kultur, religii i narodów  (Podlasie -  where the cultures, religions and nations meet)  
 

Podlachia ς (contemporary ς solid color) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Podlachia. 
Podlachia[1] or Podlasie,[2] (Polish: Podlasie, 
Belarusian: ˽ ͊͒͡Ύ΄΄͊ tŀŘƭƛŀǑǑŀ) is a historical 
region in the eastern part of Poland. Between 
1513 and 1795 it was a voivodeship with the 
capital in Drohiczyn. Now the part north of Bug 
River is included in the modern Podlaskie 
Voivodeship with the capital in .ƛŀƱȅǎǘƻƪ. 
όΧύ There are two opinions regarding the origin 
of the name of the region. Commonly people 
derive it from the Slavic word les or las 
meaning "forest", i.e., it is an "by the wood(s)" 
or "area of forests", making Podlachia close in 
meaning to adjacent Polesia. 
όΧύ The second opinion holds that the term 
comes from the expression pod Lachem, which 
may be translated literally as "under the Poles" 
(see: Lechia). Some claim it to mean "under 
Polish rule", though in the Middle Ages 
Podlachia was only partially under Polish rule, 
and since 1446 until 1569 the area belonged to 
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. 
όΧύ Podlachia is divided along the Bug River, at 
which the traditional capital Drohiczyn lies, into 

northern and southern parts. The former is included in the modern-day Podlaskie Voivodeship with 
its capital at .ƛŀƱȅǎǘƻƪ (the historical boundary goes exactly through the city). Sometimes, Siedlce 
has been considered the capital of the region. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polish_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mazovian_Voivodeship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C5%81om%C5%BCa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C5%81owicz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesser_Poland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siedlce
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Ages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Partitions_of_Poland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voivodeship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warszawa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P%C5%82ock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rawa_Mazowiecka
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C5%81%C4%99czyca_Land
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kujawy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P%C5%82ock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mazovia#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Modern_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warsaw
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piast_dynasty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polish_Crown
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yeomanry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Szlachta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mazurzy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Masuria
http://www.dialektologia.uw.edu.pl/index.php?l1=mapa-serwisu&l2=&l3=&l4=podlasie-historia-regionu-mwr
http://www.dialektologia.uw.edu.pl/index.php?l1=mapa-serwisu&l2=&l3=&l4=podlasie-historia-regionu-mwr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Podlachia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Podlachia#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Podlachia#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polish_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belarusian_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voivodeship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drohiczyn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bug_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bug_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Podlaskie_Voivodeship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Podlaskie_Voivodeship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bia%C5%82ystok
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavic_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polesia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lechia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Ages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Duchy_of_Lithuania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bug_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drohiczyn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Podlaskie_Voivodeship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bia%C5%82ystok
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siedlce


History - Throughout its early history, Podlachia was inhabited by various tribes of different ethnic 
roots. In the 9th and 10th centuries, the area was likely inhabited by Lechitic tribes in the south, 
Baltic (Yotvingian) tribes in the north, and Ruthenian tribes in the east. Between the 10th and 14th 
centuries, the area was part of the Ruthenian principalities and Polish and Mazovian Piast states. 
The area became perhaps a part of the Medieval Slavic territory of Cherven Cities. In the 14th 
century the area was annexed by the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, though later on it still briefly fell 
under Mazovian Piast rule. In 1446, Podlachia became part of the Grand Duchy, but since 1496 
southwestern parts of Podlachia (Drohiczyn Land and Mielnik Land) and since 1501 the northern 
part (Bielsk Land) used Polish law instead of Lithuanian. In 1513 King Sigismund I the Old formed the 
Podlaskie Voivodeship (adjective of Podlasie). In 1566, the southeastern part of Podlachia became 
part of the newly formed Brest Litovsk Voivodeship as the Brest Litovsk County. In 1569, after the 
Union of Lublin, Podlasie was ceded to the Kingdom of Poland. It was the northernmost part of the 
Lesser Poland Province of the Polish Crown. The voivodeship was divided in three lands: the 
Drohiczyn, Mielnik and Bielsk Land. In the 18th and 19th century the private town of .ƛŀƱȅǎǘok 
became the main center of the region, thanks to the patronage of the Branicki family and the textile 
industry development. After the Third Partition of Poland in 1795, Podlachia was divided between 

the Kingdom of Prussia, the Habsburg Monarchy and the Russian Empire. In 1807, the western part  
 
of Podlachia became part of the Duchy of Warsaw, a semi-independent Polish entity, while the 
eastern part including .ƛŀƱȅǎǘƻƪ fell under Russian rule. In the 19th century the region was a 
stronghold of Polish resistance against Russian rule. The last partisan of the January Uprising 
SǘŀƴƛǎƱŀǿ .ǊȊƽǎƪŀ operated here until 1865. He was hanged publicly by the Russians in {ƻƪƻƱƽǿ 
Podlaski in May 1865. Poland regained Podlachia after restoring independence in 1918. 

 

 

The Podlaskie Voivodeship in the                                         Podlachia Proper ς contemporary map 

PolishςLithuanian Commonwealth in 1635 
 

½L9aL! _¦Yh²{Y!κ_ǳƪƽǿ [ŀƴŘǎ ς https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ziemia_%C5%82ukowska, 

lat. Terra Lucoviensis ς ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǳƴƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƛƴ _ǳƪƽw, 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C5%81uk%C3%B3w; in the north-Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀƱopolska region 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesser_Poland). At the Piast times belonged to the Sandomierz Lands 
(ziemi sandomierskiej), and in the 1st republic of Poland -   
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Administrative_division_of_the_Polish%E2%80%93Lithuanian_Comm
onwealth ) was part of https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lublin_Voivodeship_(1474%E2%80%931795)  
województwa lubelskiego. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lechitic_tribes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yotvingians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_East_Slavs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_East_Slavs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mazovia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cherven_Cities
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Duchy_of_Lithuania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drohiczyn_Land
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mielnik_Land
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bielsk_Land
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sigismund_I_the_Old
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Podlaskie_Voivodeship_(1513%E2%80%931795)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brest_Litovsk_Voivodeship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_of_Lublin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Poland_(1569%E2%80%931795)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesser_Poland_Province_of_the_Polish_Crown
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bielsk_Land
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Private_town
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bia%C5%82ystok
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patronage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Branicki_(Gryf)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Textile_industry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Textile_industry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Partitions_of_Poland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Prussia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Habsburg_Monarchy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duchy_of_Warsaw
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bia%C5%82ystok
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/January_Uprising
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanis%C5%82aw_Brz%C3%B3ska
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soko%C5%82%C3%B3w_Podlaski
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soko%C5%82%C3%B3w_Podlaski
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Podlaskie_Voivodeship_(1513%E2%80%931795)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polish%E2%80%93Lithuanian_Commonwealth
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ziemia_%C5%82ukowska
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C5%81acina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C5%81uk%C3%B3w
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesser_Poland
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ziemia_sandomierska
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Administrative_division_of_the_Polish%E2%80%93Lithuanian_Commonwealth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Administrative_division_of_the_Polish%E2%80%93Lithuanian_Commonwealth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lublin_Voivodeship_(1474%E2%80%931795)
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 Siedlce ï near top of the map 
_ǳƪƽǿ Lands had their 
beginnings initially in the Duchy 
of Kraków (Cracow) and then of 
Sandomierz, then was in the 
territory of województwa 
sandomierskiego, and next, since 
1474, of województwa 
lubelskiego, where it existed as a 
separate county. _ǳƪƽǿ, along 
with Lublin, were the seats of a 
Starosta Grodowy (a county - 
powiat) level official responsible 
for fiscal duties, police and 
courts, and also the one 
responsible for the execution of 
judicial verdicts). _ǳƪƽǿ was 
(since the 11th/12 th c.?), the 
center of development of 
parishes and temporarily (1254-
1257), the site of a bishopric. 
Somewhat later (before 1327), 
the Kock parish was erected. 
Before the end of the 18th c. 
Krakow bishops have erected a 
total of 12 independant parishes. 
In addition to the oldest ones, 
they were parishes in: Tuchowicz 
(before 1350-1351), Zbuczyn 
(1418), Pruszyn (1430), 
Trzebieszów (1430), Ulan (ok. 
1440), Serokomla (1444ς1445), 
Kozirynek (wŀŘȊȅƵ, 1456), Siedlce 
(1532), wŀŘƻǊȅȍ (1588 i Stanin 
(1599).  

 _ǳƪƽǿ ŀƴŘ 5ǊƻƘƛŎȊȅƴ [ŀƴŘǎ 

https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wojew%C3%B3dztwo_sandomierskie_(I_Rzeczpospolita)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Powiat
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https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zbuczyn
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https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trzebiesz%C3%B3w
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https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siedlce
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radory%C5%BC_Ko%C5%9Bcielny
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanin_(wojew%C3%B3dztwo_lubelskie)


 
Siedlce and vicinity ς a meeting region and melting pot of lands, peoples, cultures 

and religions - http://www.wrotamazowsza.pl/pl/c/MOBILE/samorzady/siedlecki/siedlce  

 

The territory of the town of Siedlce and of the Siedlce County was changing several times with the 

passing years. After the 3rd Partitioning of Poland (1795), lands contained between the rivers Bug 
and WƛǎƱa (Vistula) fell under the rule of Austria. One of the first decision of the Austrians on our 
territories was the division of the occupied territory into the new county units. The Siedlce County, 
which was created at that time, was composed of five territorial units of the former Polish Republic, 
which previously were parts of three voivodships.  
Before the partitioning, Wodynie and Seroczyn belonged to the Czersk Lands, ŧeliszew 
and Skórzec ï to the Liw Lands, both of these lands constituted the eastern part of the 
Mazowieckie Voivodship, Siedlce, Zbuczyn and WiŜniew belonged to the Ğuków Land, 
which was the northern-most part of the Lublin Voivodship; Mordy and  Mokobody 
belonged to the Drohiczyn Lands. In the initial design, to the Siedlce County belonged also 
Ğosice i Sarnaki ï a part of the Mielnik Land. The Mielnik and Drohiczyn Lands 
constituted the south-western part of the Podlaskie Voivodship.  
The facts described above determined that Siedlce County was, and is a very interesting 
and richly intertwined region, as far as cultural and social aspects are concerned and is 
characterized by unique local culture and traditions, which are cultivated by its inhabitants. 

While visiting the Siedlce lands, it is worthwhile to visit their monuments. The most interesting are: 
church in Mokobody (turn of 18th and 19th cc.), church in ŧeliszew PodkoŜcielny (2nd half of 18th 
c.), wooden church in Paprotnia (1750), the Palace and Park in Korczew (1734), Palace in Mordy 
(1st half of 18th c.), Palace and Park in Stok Lacki (1875). Particularly interesting is a small manor 
house in Chlewiska (mid-19th c.), hosting now ñAn Artists Retreat - Reymontówka". It functions now 
as a county center for cultural, historical and ecological education. Inside this historic mansion and in 
the surrounding park are held conferences, concerts, painting and sculpture exhibits, Ămeetingsò with 
literature, opera and operetta, recitation competitions, performances of choirs and brass orchestras, 
international ñopen air exhibitsò and plastic and theater workshops.  

 

 

http://www.wrotamazowsza.pl/pl/c/MOBILE/samorzady/siedlecki/siedlce


 

 

               
PolishςLithuanian Commonwealth at its maximum extent, after the Truce of Deulino in 1619, 

superimposed on a current political map. 

 
Jan Matejko - The Republic at the Zenith of Its Power. Golden Liberty. The Royal Election of 1573. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Truce_of_Deulino
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Liberty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_elections_in_Poland


           
Poland and Lithuania - 1764 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   
Some social strata in the PolishςLithuanian Commonwealth's society ς 1655. From left: Jew, Barber surgeon, 
Painter, Butcher, Musician, Tailor, Barmaid, Pharmacist, Shoemaker, Goldsmith, Merchant and Armenian. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barber_surgeon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bartender
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pharmacist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shoemaking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goldsmith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merchant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenians


    
Jan Matejko - Adoption of the Constitution of May 3, 1791 by the Four-Year Sejm and Senate 

 

 
Partitions of Poland ς 1772, 1793 and 1795 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitution_of_May_3,_1791
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Four-Year_Sejm


SIEDLCE ς and our άnear neighboǊƘƻƻŘέ ς family and friends;         CŀƳƛƭȅ άƴŜǎǘǎέ 

  

   
 

(Left) άNear neighborhoodέ ς (GOOGLE map) in the center ς Trzebieszów, main ƵƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ άCŀƳƛƭȅ 
bŜǎǘέΤ clockwise ς Siedlce, home of our family branch since 2nd half of the 19th c.; _osice ς ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ 
estates area; aƛťdzyrzec ς many friends; Drelów ς uncle Karol was there a parish priest for many 
years; wŀŘȊȅƵ ς uncle Karol was there a vicar, also many friends; _ǳƪƽw ς former principal city in the 
_ǳƪƽw Lands, before Siedlce became more prominent. (Right) Contemporary map of Poland: main 
Family branches, in: άtƻŘƭŀǎƛe regionέ ς upper, ά½ŀƳƻǎŎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴέ - lower   

 

Landed Gentry, places and friendly visits ς Niemojki, tŀǘƪƽǿΣ _ȅǎƽw, (Polinów-_osice) 

These were the places visited by my parents and occasionally by me. The first picture below shows 
the railroad connection (line Siedlce-²ƻƱƪƻǿȅǎƪΣ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ мфлсύ ς the trip at that time lasted 
probably much longer (steam engine and a few stops) than what is indicated on the contemporary 
map, since there was also a need for a horse carriage connection between the station and the 
manors.                                                                      train 

 



 

 

 
Nowadays, the round-trip by car would take ŀōƻǳǘ п ƘƻǳǊǎΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ ΧΣ ǘƘere is nothing left there 

to visit and to see, except - still standing, one chimney and some foundations! 

Patków - property records date back to the 15th c. - https://patkow.com/historia-patkowa/. They 

include a mention that ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Wŀŏwings took place in this region in the 13th c. - they 

were finally overcome in 1282 at Drohiczyn by the army of a Mazovian Prince Leszek, the Black. 

Severe battles took also place near Patków at the time of the Uprisings of 1830 and 1863, then in 

1915, 1920, and also during the Second World War. A railroad line (Warsaw-Siedlce-Bialystok-

²ƻƱƪƻǿȅǎƪ ŀƴŘ aƻǎŎƻǿ (via Patków) was open in 1906. hƴƭȅ ŀ ŎƘƛƳƴŜȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘƻǊƪΩǎ ƴŜǎǘ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŦǘ 

after the manor in Patków Prusy and a granary dating back to the 1930-ties, from the Józefów estate.  

 

https://patkow.com/historia-patkowa/


 
 

The original estate was later subdivided and owners (and names) were changing several times:  

Patków (1427) Ą Patków Ruski (before 1497) Ą Patków Ruski A (1920 ς Józef Heltman Ą Emilia), 

                                                                                   Ą Patków Ruski B (1920 ς parceled out) Ą in 1946, 

                                                                                   both were taken over by the communist government. 

                                                                 Ą Patków Józefów/Francuski) (1869), (~1920 ς Jozef Skibinski)  

                                                Patkowice Prusy (1540) ς in 1946, taken over by the government. 

Another manor was located at _ȅǎƽw: 

_ysów ς owner?/admin.? - ²ƻƧŎƛŜŎƘ {ƪƛōƛƵski - http://www.polinow.pl/losice_i_okolice-lysow 

Village in southern Podlasie. On the hill are now remnants of a manor built for the YǳŎȊȅƵski or 

Humnicki families at the end of the 18th or beginning of the 19th century. 

    
Original manor and its contemporary remnants. A frequent resident in Ğysow and visitor in Patkow 

Ruski was famous writer Stefan ŧeromski ï a four times nominee for the Nobel Prize in Literature 
 

                          
Remnants of a building, of a large park and one of the old fish ponds.  

         
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άaƻǘƘŜǊ-of-God of the RƻǎŀǊȅέ ǿŀǎ ŜǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ 1755. 

http://www.polinow.pl/losice_i_okolice-lysow
http://www.polinow.pl/zdjecie.php?id=losice_i_okolice/lysow/dwor_obraz.jpg
http://www.polinow.pl/zdjecie.php?id=losice_i_okolice/lysow/dwor_1.jpg
http://www.polinow.pl/zdjecie.php?id=losice_i_okolice/lysow/zeromski_3.jpg
http://www.polinow.pl/zdjecie.php?id=losice_i_okolice/lysow/dwor_5.jpg
http://www.polinow.pl/zdjecie.php?id=losice_i_okolice/lysow/park_3.jpg
http://www.polinow.pl/zdjecie.php?id=losice_i_okolice/lysow/stawy_1.jpg
http://www.polinow.pl/zdjecie.php?id=losice_i_okolice/lysow/kapliczka_1.jpg
http://www.polinow.pl/zdjecie.php?id=losice_i_okolice/lysow/dzwonnica_3.jpg
http://www.polinow.pl/zdjecie.php?id=losice_i_okolice/lysow/kosciol_4.jpg


 

Patków ς https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patk%C3%B3w_(powiat_%C5%82osicki) ς a village in Poland 
located in województwie mazowieckim, in ǇƻǿƛŜŎƛŜ ƱƻǎƛŎƪƛƳ, in gminie _ƻǎƛŎŜ. There is a railroad 
stop - przystanek kolejowy Patków. It belongs to a Roman-Catholic parish in Niemojki - ǏǿΦ 
!ǇƻǎǘƻƱƽǿ tƛƻǘǊŀ ƛ tŀǿƱŀ ǿ bƛŜƳƻƧƪŀŎƘ. 

  
                                Patków                                               Niemojki - St. Apostols Piotr and tŀǿŜƱ tŀǊƛǎƘ 

Niemojki ς RR station and large village -- http://www.polinow.pl/losice_i_okolice-niemojki. 

In the moraine glacial hills, 7 km north of the town of Ğosice, located by the ancient tract Ğosice ï 

Drohiczyn. Niemojki is mentioned in the document from the 15 c. ï (Li thuanian) Duke Witold gifted 

Niemojki to one Mikolaj Nasuta, future voivode of the Podlasie province. Original church was built 

by the Drohiczyn starost Piotr Kiszka  in 1448. 
 

Niemojki - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niemojki - Niemojki ώ↕ŜƳ₮ƛƪƛϐ is a village in the 
administrative district of DƳƛƴŀ _ƻǎƛŎŜ, within _ƻǎƛŎŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ, Masovian Voivodeship, in east-central 
Poland.[1] It lies approximately 6 kilometres (4 mi) north of _ƻǎƛŎŜ and 117 km (73 mi) east of 
Warsaw. 

The village has a population of 1,000. 

 

_osice - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C5%81osice  

_ƻǎƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ 1264 as a medieval settlement from around the 11th ς 13th centuries; 
ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ 5ȊƛťŎƛƻƱȅΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴϥǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 
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development and in the late 15th and early 16th century, the commuƴƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ _ƻǎƛŎŜϥǎ 
present location.[1] The first documented history of the town is preserved in the Privileges issued by 
King !ƭŜƪǎŀƴŘŜǊ WŀƎƛŜƭƭƻƵŎȊȅƪ in Radom on May 10, 1505; thus ǊŜƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ _ƻǎƛŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
Ruthenian and Lithuanian city laws, and giving it more progressive Magdeburg rights. Private 
judiciary was revoked enabling the inhabitants to form a municipal government with mayor and city 
council. The Privileges allowed also for weekly markets and four fairs a year at a more convenient 
location; and, proposed the establishment of a town hall.[1] 

By 1551, there were two Orthodox churches, and two Roman Catholic churches ƛƴ _ƻǎƛŎŜ, founded 
and endowed by King Sigismund I. Throughout the 16th century the town enjoyed a period of 
economic development, with most inhabitants living off trade in leather, furs, and salt; as well as 
crafts, and a variety of services. According to a 1580 registry, there were 47 carpenters, 32 tailors, 
20 bakers, 10 butchers, 7 stove fitters, and 4 blacksmiths in the town, not to mention millers, a 
locksmith, a goldsmith and a weaver. A near complete destruction ƻŦ _ƻǎƛŎŜ ŎŀƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Swedish Deluge in 1655-1660. Only in the second half of the 18th century, the town began to 
gradually recover.[1] 

After the Third partition of Poland _ƻǎƛŎŜ fell under Austrian rule. Later, as a result of the Treaty of 
Vienna in 1815, it came under the rule of the Tsar of Russia. During the November Uprising a Polish 
ōŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ wŀŎȊȅƵǎƪƛ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦ .ŜŦƻǊe and during 
the January Uprising ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ǊǳƭŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ²ƱŀŘȅǎƱŀǿ /ȊŀǊƪƻǿǎƪƛ ƭŜŘ ŀ ǳƴƛǘ ƻŦ 
several hundred conspirators in an attack against the garrisons. After the Uprising's defeat, the 
ƛƴǾŀŘŜǊ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǊŜǇǊƛǎŀƭǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ tƻƭƛǎƘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ _ƻǎƛŎŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǇǊƛǾŜŘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ wƻƳŀƴ 
Catholic parish, and in 1867 lost its civic rights. The process of Russification intensified right until the 
liberation of Poland.[1] 

Polinów ό_osice) - http://www.polinow.pl/historia_losic-sredniowiecze  

(Summary) Interesting information is contained in a website of an old landed nobility family, which 
owned a large property near the town ƻŦ _osice, called Polinów. 
 

  
 

(Summary) Originally, the region contained impenetrable forests and swamps separating the Baltic 
tribes of Lithuanians and Jatvingians from the Slavic tribes. First settlers started arriving in the 12th 
century ς Rusins were coming to the Podlasie forests from the south and east and Mazovians from 
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the west (Mazowsze/Mazovia was at that time an independent Polish principality). Unfortunately, 
in 1241, the Mongols invaded Central Europe, (they were also called Tatars at that time). The 
invasion open the way to the subsequent incursion by the savage tribes from the north, i.e. 
Jatvingians and Lithuanians. They were followed by the Teutonic Knights, who arrived in their 
footsteps. This event led to an almost total depopulation of this region. Old chroniclers, at the end 
of the 13 c. ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘƻse regions were changing into a desertέ. The situation started quieting 
down after repulsion of the Jatvingians from Podlasie by the Masovian princes. Around 1320 these 
territories fell under the rule of the Lithuanian prince Gediminas (the grandfather of the future 
Polish king WŀƎƛŜƱƱƻ).   
 
After the introduction of Christianity and establishment of the first Polish-Lithuanian Personal 
Union in 1385 (in Krewo ς now in Belarus), peaceful settlers started arriving also from the East and 
North.  

 

Map 1386 ς 1434. Krewo ς in right upper corner, blue ς Teutonic Knights territories, light pink ς 
Mazovia/Mazowsze province (Poland), medium pink ς Lithuania, dark pink ς  

Lesser Poland/Malopolska province 
 

 
14 c. Castle in Krewo ς 19 c. drawing            

First historical mentions about Polinów describe it as a part of an estate of the Grand Dukes of 
Lithuania (...) The necessity of continuing travels between the two countries and their capitals, 
Krakow and Wilno, forced the establishment of rest stops and post stations, where the king and his 
court or other travelling officials could stay overnight, changes horses etc., Polinów became such  



 
 
Ǌƻȅŀƭ άǎǘŀƴŎƧŀέΦ όƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǎǘŀtions in this region were established ς to the south, in Trzebieszów 
and _uków and to the north, in Drohiczyn, Mielnik? and Wizna? ς see below). Polinów and the 
ƴŜŀǊōȅ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ _osice remained under a direct supervision of the royal starost (administrator) in 
Drohiczyn.  

 

.ŀǊōŀǊŀ wŀŘȊƛǿƛƱƱ, a new wife of the King Zygmunt August stayed in Polinów in September 1548 on 
her way from Wilno to Kraków. She was officially met there by a royal court procession and next day 
she was officially welcomed on the Polish territory, in _ǳƪƽw (it means that the official border 
betwwen Lithuania and Poland run at that time between these two towns!) όΧύ ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭy, 3 
years later, in May 1551, the queen died because of an incurable illness and her body was returning 
to Lithuania along the same route - the funeral cortege reached Polinów on June 8, 1551. 
 

 (...) Polinów was a moderately large property (at that time) - about му ǿƱƽƪ (voloks - 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volok_(unit) = more than 300 hectares; 1 hectare = 10,000 m2; 300 ha 

= 741 acres).  

tƻƭƛƴƽǿ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ άŀ wƻȅŀƭ tƻǎǘ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴέ. The Royal Court travelling processions stopped there 

frequently and replenished their supplies for further travel.  

 

 
 
 

Main travelling tracts (see below) from the west to east (merchants) and from the south to north 
(royal courts and envoys) were crossing in this region, (probably also affecting the selection of 
settlers in this area, with the appearance of άǊƻȅŀƭ ǘƻǿƴǎέ, άǊƻȅŀƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎέ, permanent άǊƻȅŀƭ rest 
ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎέ at intervals along the άWŀƎƛŜƭƭƻƴƛaƴ wƻȅŀƭ ¢ǊŀŎǘέ From the Polish capital of Krakow Cracow) 
and Lituanian capital of Wilno (Vilnius) at that time. 
 

      
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volok_(unit)


        Royal Tracts                                    Wilno                                                                           Wilno 

  
            Kraków 
The map shows the south-north royal travel tract from Kraków to Wilno and another one, from 
Siedlce (Czartoryski and hƎƛƵski estates) to Slonim (Sapieha and hƎƛƵski estates), via tǊǳȍany 
(Queen Bona Sforza estate) and wƻȍana (Sapieha estate)Φ ¢ƘŜȅ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ _ƻǎƛŎŜ ŀǊŜŀ όPolinów?)   
 
EARLY SETTLERS 
As the majority of borderland territories, Podlasie was the territory of rivalry and skirmishes among: 
MazoviaΣ wǳǎΩΣ [ƛǘƘǳŀƴƛŀ and the Jadvingians. The Rusins were arriving form the south and east. 
From the west, since the 12th c. started arriving in great number the Mazovians. In the 12th century, 
ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ aŀȊƻǾƛŀ ŀƴŘ wǳǎΩ Ǌǳƴ ƴŜŀǊ 5ǊƻƘƛŎȊȅƴΦ Its closest regions, as well as 
those of Mielnik and .ǊȊŜǏŏ (and therefore, ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƻŦ _osice), were already colonized by a 
Rusin tribe of Dregovitzs. Gradually, the increasing portions of southern Podlasie were falling under 
ǘƘŜ wǳǎΩ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

 

When the Polish State, after partitioning by Boleslaw-the-Wrymouth into smaller duchies, lost the 
strength to defend itself and the people in its borderlands, Jadvingian incursions from the north 
started. Advancing through the Podlasie wilderness, between RusΩ and Mazowsze, they invaded and 
ravaged the fertile MaƱopolska region. A horrific invasion by the Tatars ƻŦ wǳǎΩ ŀƴŘ tƻƭŀnd in 1241 
also contributed to the depopulation.  

 

Colonization, in particular by Mazovians, practically stopped. Contemporary chroniclers recorded 
that these lands were transforming into deserts. In the second half of the 13th c., after expulsion of 
the Jadvingians froƳ tƻŘƭŀǎƛŜ όōȅ .ƻƭŜǎƱŀǿȅ ²ǎǘȅŘƭƛǿȅ ŀƴŘ [ŜǎȊŜƪ /ȊŀǊƴȅ) and their defeats by 
Teutonic Knights (1278-1283), the Lithuanians became the most troublesome neighbors. Sequential 
incursions from Lithuania, as well as Teutonic invasions made colonization impossible. This situation 
changed drastically after the establishment of the Polish-Lithuanian Union. 
 

(...) The Ğosice region was part of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania until 1569, when the Sejm in 

Lublin incorporated the Podlasie Voivodship (composed of the Drohiczyn, Mielnik and Bielsko 

Lands) ï forever into The Crown territory.  



EASTERN AND WESTERN SLAVS ς a border, where the West meets [or fights] the East, 
and Latin Rome faces Orthodox Byzantium 

 

 

 - west Slavs on the left (pale blue) and below 

 



 

Jagiellonian Trail/{Ȋƭŀƪ WŀƎƛŜƭƭƻƵǎƪƛ, lat. Via Jagellonica ς 

ancient tract connecting the capitals of The PolishςLithuanian Commonwealth, formally the Crown 
of the Kingdom of Poland and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, after 1791 the Commonwealth of 
Poland - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polish%E2%80%93Lithuanian_Commonwealth.  
 

 

Via Jagellonica is one of the branches of Via Regia. A part of this tract covers the reconstructed old 
{ǘΦ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ ²ŀȅ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camino_de_Santiago (via Malopolska or Lublin - 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesser_Polish_Way). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polish%E2%80%93Lithuanian_Commonwealth
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Via_Regia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camino_de_Santiago
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesser_Polish_Way


                                                          
Via Regia and Via Imperii - 

https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Via_Regia#/media/File:Via_Imperii_und_Via_Regia.png 

 ă from Crimea 

Main tracts leading to Lublin, where the Polish-Lithuanian Union pact was signed in 1569 
during the special Sejm (Polish Parliament) Session 

 

https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Via_Regia#/media/File:Via_Imperii_und_Via_Regia.png


 
Contemporary tourist routes - https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Szlak_Jagiello%C5%84ski ς which follow 
the ancient tracts. Jagiellonian tract - http://www.zachod-wschod.pl/szlakjagiellonski/ 

  
 

                                      
Merchant tract (east ς west) - http://www.zachod-wschod.pl/szlakkupiecki/ 

https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Szlak_Jagiello%C5%84ski
http://www.zachod-wschod.pl/szlakjagiellonski/
http://www.zachod-wschod.pl/szlakkupiecki/


PEOPLE -  

Stany/Estates of the realm in Poland) - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Estates_of_the_realm  
 

The estates of the realm, or three estates, were the broad orders of social hierarchy used in 
Christendom (Christian Europe) from the medieval period to early modern Europe. όΧύ 
 

The best known system is the French Ancien Régime (Old Regime), a three-estate system used until 
the French Revolution (1789ς1799). Monarchy was for the king and the queen and this system was 
made up of clergy (the First Estate), nobles (the Second Estate), and peasants and bourgeoisie (the 
Third Estate). In some regions, notably Scandinavia and Russia, burghers (the urban merchant class) 
and rural commoners were split into separate estates, creating a four-estate system with rural 
commoners ranking the lowest as the Fourth Estate. Furthermore, the non-landowning poor could 
be left outside the estates, leaving them without political rights. όΧύ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ 
Eastern Europe, the Fourth Estate meant rural commoners. 

 

Szlachta/Nobility  - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Szlachta (The szlachta was a legally privileged 
noble class in the Kingdom of Poland, Grand Duchy of ... hereditary szlachta are referred to as 
"nobilitas" and are indeed the equivalent in legal status of the English nobility. ...... According to 
Polish estimates from the 1930s, 300,000 members of szlachta zagrodowa inhabited the ...) 
The szlachta (Nobility) was a legally privileged noble class in the Kingdom of Poland, Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania, Ruthenia, Samogitia (both after Union of Lublin became a single state, the Polishς
Lithuanian Commonwealth) and the Zaporozhian Host.[1][2] It originated and gained considerable 
institutional privileges between 1333 and 1370 in Kingdom of Poland during the reign of King 
Casimir III the Great.[3]:211 In 1413, following a series of tentative personal unions between the Grand 
Duchy of Lithuania and the Crown Kingdom of Poland, the existing Lithuanian-Ruthenian nobility 
formally joined this class.[3]:211 As the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth (1569ς1795) evolved and 
expanded in territory, its membership grew to include the leaders of Ducal Prussia and Livonia. 
 

The origins of the szlachta are shrouded in obscurity and mystery and have been the subject of a 
variety of theories.[3]:207 Traditionally, its members were owners of landed property, often in the 
form of "manor farms" or so-called folwarks. The nobility negotiated substantial and increasing 
political and legal privileges for itself throughout its entire history until the decline of the Polishς
Lithuanian Commonwealth in the late 18th century. During the Partitions of Poland from 1772 to 
1795, its members began to lose these legal privileges and social status. From that point until 1918, 
the legal status of the nobility was essentially dependent upon the policies of the three partitioning 
powers: the Russian Empire, the Kingdom of Prussia, and the Habsburg Monarchy. The legal 
privileges of the szlachta were legally abolished in the Second Polish Republic by the March 
Constitution ƻŦ мфнмΦ όΧύ 
In theory all szlachta were social equal. Also in theory, they were legal peers. Those who held 'real 
power' dignities were more privileged but these dignities were not hereditary. Those who held 
honorary dignities were higher in 'ritual' hierarchy but these dignities were also granted for a 
lifetime. Some tenancies became hereditary and went with both privilege and titles. Nobles who 
were not direct barons of the Crown but held land from other lords were only peers "de iure". The 
poorest enjoyed the same rights as the wealthiest magnate. The exceptions were a few symbolically 
privileged families such as the wŀŘȊƛǿƛƱƱ, Lubomirski and Czartoryski, who sported honorary 
aristocratic titles recognized in Poland or received from foreign courts, such as "Prince" or "Count". 
(see also The Princely Houses of Poland). All other szlachta simply addressed each other by their 
given name or as "Sir Brother" (Panie bracie) or the feminine equivalent. The other forms of address 
would be "Illustrious and Magnificent Lord", "Magnificent Lord", "Generous Lord" or "Noble Lord" 
(in decreasing order) or simply "His/Her Grace Lord/Lady". 
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According to their financial standing, the nobility were in common speech divided into: 
¶ magnates: the wealthiest class; owners of vast lands, towns, many villages, thousands of 

peasants 

¶ middle nobility (Ŝrednia szlachta): owners of one or more villages, often having some official 

titles or Envoys from the local Land Assemblies to the General Assembly, 

¶ petty nobility (drobna szlachta), owners of a part of a village or owning no land at all, often 

referred to by a variety of colourful Polish terms: (é) including: ȊŀǏŎƛŀƴƪƻǿŀ ς from 
ȊŀǏŎƛŀƴŜƪ, a name for plural nobility settlement, neighbourhood nobility. Just like hreczkosiej, 
ȊŀǏŎƛŀƴƪƻǿŀ nobility would have no peasants; zagrodowa ς from zagroda, a farm, often 
little different from a peasant's dwelling, also called - ȊŀǏŎƛŀƴƪƻǿŊΣ ƻƪƻƭƛŎȊƴŊ ŎȊȅ ƻǊ ŘǊƻōƴŊΦ  

Impoverished, but their guaranteed birth rights included also freedom from paying personal 
taxes or obligatory military draft. They formed their own (universal) voluntary military units. 
They worked the land with their own hands. The right to vote, hold higher church and public 
offices, own a crest and elect the king separated them from the ordinary peasants.  

 

Magnates ς https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnates_of_Poland_and_Lithuania  
The magnates of Poland and Lithuania were an aristocracy of nobility (szlachta) that existed in the 
Crown of the Kingdom of Poland, in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and, from the 1569 Union of 
Lublin, in the PolishςLithuanian Commonwealth, until the Third Partition of Poland in 1795.[1]  
The magnate social class arose around the 16th century and, over time, gained more and more 
control over Commonwealth politics. The most powerful magnates were known as "little kings" due 
to the extent of their power and independence. Their influence diminished with the Third Partition 
of Poland (1795), which ended the Commonwealth's independent existence, and came to an end 
with the Second World War and the communist-ruled People's Republic of Poland 
Famous magnate families in the Crown of Poland territories included the Czartoryski, Kalinowski, 
Koniecpolski, Ostrogski, Potocki, Tarnowski, ²ƛǏƴƛƻǿƛŜŎƪƛ, ½ŀǎƱŀǿǎƪƛ and Zamoyski families; and in 
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, the YƛŜȍƎŀƧƱƻǿ, Olelkowicz, wŀŘȊƛǿƛƱƱ, Pac and Sapieha families. 

Jan Matejko - http://www.bibliotekacyfrowa.pl/dlibra/doccontent?id=6531&dirids=1

                                         

Polish magnates 1697-1795: Stanisğaw LeszczyŒski (1677-1766) w stroju magnackim, kobieta, Katarzyna 

z OpaliŒskich LeszczyŒska (1680-1747), Antoni Michağ Potocki? (?-1765), Karol Stanisğaw Radziwiğğ 

zw."Panie Kochanku" (1734-1790), Wacğaw Rzewuski (1706-1779), J·zef Michağ Mniszech (1748-1806) 

i Michağ Potocki? (?-1749). 
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Aristocracy - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aristocracy - The aristocracy was a social class that a 

particular society considered its highest order. In many states, the aristocracy included the upper class of 

people (aristocrats) with hereditary rank and titles. In someðsuch as ancient Greece, Rome and Indiað

aristocratic status came from belonging to a military caste, although it has also been common, notably in 

African societies, for aristocrats to belong to priestly dynasties. Aristocratic status can involve feudal or 

legal privileges.[1] They are usually below only the monarch of a country or nation in its social hierarchy. 

In modern European societies, the aristocracy has often coincided with the nobility , a specific class that 

arose in the Middle Ages, but the term "aristocracy" is sometimes also applied to other elites, and is used 

as a more generic term when describing earlier and non-European societies. 

 

½ŀǏŎƛŀƴŜƪ - settlement of freeholders. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Za%C5%9Bcianek - In Poland, 

zaŜcianek (literally: behind the wall) is a village, often where yeomanry (petty nobility, drobna szlachta) 

lives, especially in Mazovia and Podlachia. 

 

{ȊƭŀŎƘǘŀ ȊŀǏŎƛŀƴƪƻǿŀ - petty nobility (drobna szlachta), owners of a part of a village or owning no land 

at all, often referred to by a variety of colourful Polish terms: (é) including: zaŜciankowa ï from 

zaŜcianek, a name for plural nobility settlement, neighbourhood nobility. Just like hreczkosiej, 

zaŜciankowa nobility would have no peasants. 
αYƛƭƪŀ ǿƛŀŘƻƳƻǏŎƛ ƻ ǎȊƭŀŎƘŎƛŜ ȊŀƎƻƴƻǿŜƧ ƳŀȊƻǿƛŜŎƪƛŜƧ ƛ ǇƻŘƭŀǎƪƛŜƧέ (polish) ς A few facts 
about the petty nobility in Mazovia and in Podlachia -  
http://www.kpbc.ukw.edu.pl/dlibra/plain-content?id=81025  

 

Wsie szlacheckie/Nobility settlements - 
http://mazowsze.hist.pl/17/Rocznik_Mazowiecki/386/1969/12828/, pp. 400-408 
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wie%C5%9B_folwarczna 
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wie%C5%9B_ziemia%C5%84ska 
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Za%C5%9Bcianek_szlachecki 
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Szlachta_za%C5%9Bciankowa  
 

aƛŜǎȊŎȊŀƵstwo/burghers (the urban merchant class) - 
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mieszcza%C5%84stwo ς the burghers estate, composed of citizens of 
cities/towns (lat. cives), or free persons, ruled by town laws, originated in the middle ages. After the 
fall of the state countries, this class was called (fr.) bourgeoisie. (...) It had its origin in the 13th 
century, following the establishment of medieval towns, which were run under their own laws. The 
burghers were granted by the feudal rulers self-rule/autonomy laws and other privileges. (...) Since 
the end of the 16th century, in Poland, one of the conditions for receiving (being granted town 
privileges) the burghers rights, was an adherence to the roman-catholic religion by the person 
requesting these rights. ¢ƘŜ όŎƭŀǎǎ ƻŦύ ōǳǊƎƘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ αƪƴƛƎƘǘǎέ 
(szlachta) and lower estate of peasantry. 
 

Chlopi/Peasants - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peasant - A peasant is a pre-industrial agricultural 
laborer or farmer, especially one living in the Middle Ages under feudalism and paying rent, tax, fees 
or services to a landlord.[1][2] In Europe, peasants were divided into three classes according to their 
personal status: slave, serf, and free tenant. Peasants either hold title to land in fee simple, or hold 
land by any of several forms of land tenure, among them socage, quit-rent, leasehold, and 
copyhold.[3]  όΧύ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ peasantry is also commonly used in a non-pejorative sense as a collective 
noun for the rural population in the poor and under-developed countries of the world. 

Smerd/Smerd ς https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smerd - A smerd (Old East SlavicΥ ͔ͫͣͪ͒Άύ ƛǎ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ 
and later feudal-dependent peasant in the medieval Slavic states of East Europe. Sources from the 
ммǘƘ ŀƴŘ мнǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǎƳŜǊŘǎΩ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ Kievan Rus' (e.g. Russkaya Pravda) and Poland 
as the smardones. In Kievan Rus', the smerds were peasants who had been gradually losing their  
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freedom (partially or completely) and whose legal status had differed from group to group. Unlike 
the slaves, they had their own property and had to pay fines for their delinquencies. Legally, the 
smerds never possessed full rightsΤ όΧύΦ  

²ƛŜǏ ȊƛŜƳƛŀƵǎƪŀ/Landed gentry settlement ς 
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wie%C5%9B_ziemia%C5%84ska ς a village settled ōȅ αŦǊŜŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎέ 
(wolnych[1] - in the territory of Prus i Warmii) or petty nobility (northern Mazowsze). Free settlers 
from these villages were expected to join the military forces, when needed. These settlers 
(ziemianie) owned larger lots of land that the peasants and frequently settled whole villages, which 
were obligated to participate in the military service. Also, nobility members, who settled in the 
ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ tǊǳǎǎƛŀΣ ŀǎ ŀ ǊǳƭŜΣ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ άŦǊŜŜέ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦ   

Królewszczyzna - https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kr%C3%B3lewszczyzna (polish)                                              
²ƛŜǏ ƪǊƽlewska/Crown land - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crown_land#Poland_and_Lithuania ς
Crown land, also known as royal domain or demesne, is a territorial area belonging to the monarch, 
who personifies the Crown. It is the equivalent of an entailed estate and passes with the monarchy, 
being inseparable from it. Today, in Commonwealth realms such as Canada and Australia, crown 
land is considered public land and is apart from the monarch's private estate.  

                                                                                 

Royal properties area as a % of the total land area in different regions   
Poland and Lithuania - The Crown lands were known there as królewszczyzny (sing. królewszczyzna) 
which translates to regality or royal land. όΧύ In the Kingdom of Poland under the rules of Piast, then 
Jagiellonian dynasties the institution of crown lands was similar to those in Great Britain or Austria-
Hungary, the lands were the property of the monarch or dynasty. 

Since 15th century the properties have often been leased, gifted or hocked to the members of 
nobility. Those nobles who had received the privilege of administering the Crown lands (and thus 
keeping most of its profits) had the title of Starosta. Once given a Crown land, one had the right to 
keep it 'for life'. Families of Starostas often wanted to unlawfully keep the royal properties, and 
that led to common abuses of law (see following sections). 
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After the end of Kingdom in Poland the era of new political system called "Republic of szlachta 
(nobility)" started in late 16th century already in Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. In the late 16th 
century, because of reform and the introduction of the royal election of Polish kings, the royal lands 
became public property or state property. 
Formally (compare with the following sections) "royal lands" could form about 15ς20% of Poland 
(later, the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth), and were divided into two parts: 
¶ the table lands (ŘƻōǊŀ ǎǘƻƱƻǿŜ or ekonomie), which were providing money for the king's 

personal treasure and expenses, among them the support of the army (wojsko kwarciane) 
¶ the rest, which the king was obliged to lease to the outstanding members of the nobility. 

όΧύ ¢ƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ peasants were better in the Crown lands than on the hereditary estates 
of the nobility, as there were fewer serfdom obligations. 
(é) Eventually the nobility controlled most of the Crown lands. People without a formal title of 

nobility inherited or granted were not allowed to be infeudated with regalities. 

After the First Partition of Poland, which was a tremendous experience for most Polish nobility, 
crown lands were reformed in 1775, lessening the abuses of the nobility, and the Great Sejm of 
1788ς1792 decided to put them on sale, to raise funds for reforms and modernising the army. After 
the next partitions of Poland in 1795 the "royal lands" were annexed by the partitioning powers. 
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Number of households in Crown lands per Voivodeships of Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth in 1789 
 

 

                                                                                
The sum pledged (debt owed) at the royal estates in Crown of the Polish Kingdom by province in 

1569 (in thousands ς άǘȅǎΦέ ƻŦ red zlotys). 
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